
Matthew 28:5-6

the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know 

that you are looking for Jesus, 
who was CRUCIFIED.  

He is not here; 
He has Risen 

just as He said.

The angel said to 
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Spring Festival 

Saturday, March 26th

Egg hunt & Petting Zoo
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To place a lily in the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday,  

contact Kim or fill out the lilly order form and place it in the offer-
ing plate during Sunday worship or mail it to the church office.
Forms are located outside the Narthex, the Chapel and in the 

church office.
Cost is $9.00 per Lily (per dedication) 

 The deadline for orders is Sunday, March 20th. 

Time to Order Easter Lilies!



Maundy Thursday service (March 24th) in 
the Fellowship Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Good Friday service (March 25th) in the 
Sanctuary at 7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday services (March 27th) are 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel and 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  

Palm Sunday services (March 20th) are at 
8:30 a.m. in the Chapel and 11 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary.  

Holy Week Services
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Palm Sunday, March 20, is the official Sunday of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Offering at our church.  This is one 
of four special offerings collected during our church year.  Offering envelopes are provided outside the chapel and sanctuary or 
designate OGHS on the memo portion of your check. Posters are located around the church halls.

Presbyterians worldwide have participated in this offering for over 60 years and give about as much as all other denomina-
tions put together.  The offering gifts are divided between three programs- Self Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster As-
sistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program.  For a list of how these gifts were used in previous years or for more information, 
see www.pcusa.org/oghs.  Please see our Sunday bulletins for more details.



Helen Arrey
I am married to  Mr. John A. Arrey. I have five children. I had been a secondary school teacher 
and taught English, Citizenship and Religious knowledge. I am sixty-three years old. I retired 
after twenty years teaching with Presbyterian Church in Cameroon-Africa.

John Arrey
I worked for forty years and retired with the Presbyterian Church in Cameroon-Africa.  We 
recently moved from Cameroon to Texas and are becoming U.S. citizens.  Our son, William, 
was previously a Deacon at FPCA.

Mikenewton Chening
I come from Cameroon in Central Africa. I work at Texas home improvement agency. I have 
been a Presbyterian Christian all my life and so I feel comfortable worshipping here with my 
brother-in-law Divine Agha and my sister.

Kenna Kelsey 
I was born in Clinton, MO in 1960. I was baptized as Presbyterian when I was a baby.  My 
Mom and Dad got married in the Presbyterian church.  I lived with my Grandma my first 
8 years. We went to church every Sunday. Then my Mom and I moved to Texas. We lived in 
Houston, then I moved to Arlington when I was about 23. I kept driving by the church and 
finally came in, in December 2015.  I will feel good here so I decided to join.

New Members February 14, 2016

Monica Koffi

Carol Ncha
I am from Cameroon. I was born into a Presbyterian church family where I have been part 
of the Presbyterian church since then.  I moved from Cameroon to the USA.  I moved to 
Arlington about a year ago and have been worshiping here since then.  I am a mother of four 
kids and currently work with Visiting Angel Home Care Nursing Agency.
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Florence Ngwa
I was born in Bafut-Mezim in the North West Region of Cameroon into a Christian family.  
I was baptized at about 5 years old and had my 1st Holy Communion at 13 years old. I grew 
up in the Presbyterian Church in Cameroon and in high school I was a dedicated student 
elder.  My duties include helping the pastor to assemble instructional material and also 
teach bible studies to junior students.  I moved from Cameroon to the USA and settled in 
Maryland in 2002 where I joined Silver Spring Presbyterian church. Recently I moved to 
Arlington in August 2015 and have been attending FPCA since September 2015. I currently 
work with Heritage Oaks of Arlington as a Registered Nurse. I am a mother of three girls, 
Edrea, 10, Valerie, 7, and Blessing, 5. 

Allan Poindexter

Anne Richardson (Affiliate Member)
Sovereignly, graciously, I was introduced to the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
the summer of my twenty seventh year. Study of Scripture persuaded my response of public 
confession of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and to follow Him in baptism.  
This journey of faith in God is the greatest adventure ever. 

Allen Ray
I was born and raised in Dallas, TX.  My family and I were members of First Presbyterian 
church in downtown Dallas. I was baptized when I was 13 years old. Just after that my family 
moved to North Dallas, where we were founding members of Preston Hollow Presbyterian 
Church at Walnut Hill and Preston Road.  I recently retired in January 2016.  We eventually 
moved to Arlington, where we joined FPCA in 1985.  I made time, with Carole, to be 
involved in some of the FPCA activities, which we both enjoyed.  We left FPCA in the mid-
90s.  Eventually, we came back to First Presbyterian Church, and almost immediately knew 
this was just right for us. So, after so many years have come and gone, we, once again, feel 
that FPCA is just where we should be.

Carole Ray
I was born in Knoxville, Tennessee toward the end of WWII, to an unwed mother.  
Happily, at six weeks-of-age, I was adopted by a young couple who could not have 
children of their own.  I was baptized as an infant in the Second Presbyterian Church 
in Knoxville, TN. I was raised in Tulsa, OK.  I was confirmed and joined John Knox 
Presbyterian Church in Tulsa when I was 13 years old.   In 1969, I joined Preston Hollow 
Presbyterian in Dallas.  It was there that I met Allen Ray at the newly formed singles 
group.  We became members of FPCA in 1985 and were active with the Porch Light’s, the 
Bazaarnavil and I was in the Bell Choir. I recorded minutes for the Session during a time 
when Bob Koch was Moderator. I was also a Deacon. We now live in Kennedale, just a 
mile from where we moved in 1984.  Finally, last fall, we came back to FPCA, and really 
liked Rev. Rich McDermott from the start.  For us, FPCA is the church where we intend to 
stay, because we feel warm, welcomed and realize that this is our forever church home. 
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Recently, we moved into a new house. We love 
it, but a new place means a new floor plan, 
unfamiliar noises, and really just unfamiliar 

everything. One night after we’d just moved in, the 
girls were upstairs in their rooms, the boys were in the 
basement, and my wife and I were in the living room. 
Outside there was quite a storm brewing. And sud-

denly the sky lit up followed by loud booming thun-
der. And that’s when the lights went out.

We heard squeals and screams coming from all 
over the house. I scrambled through boxes and draw-
ers to find a flashlight, a candle, anything that could 
help us find each other in this new unfamiliar space 

March 11 
Kids Night Out

March 26 
Spring Festival

June 6-10 
Vacation Bible 
School

July 19-22 
Camp KidJam

Kyle Terwilliger
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Corner
Preschool Sunday School For March

Elementary Sunday School for March

It’s a very special month this month. It’s Easter! 
While it can be one of the busiest months of the 
year in our churches, the message of Easter is 

so important to share, even with our preschoolers.
Jesus came to live among us because He wants 

to be our friend forever. He knew He was going to 
go away, and He knew He was coming back. He told 
His friends that was what was going to happen and 
it did. Jesus came back. He is alive.

God sent Jesus to do a very important job. He 
came to teach us about how much God loves us and 
how much He wants us to love. We will share exam-
ples throughout the scriptures of how Jesus taught 

us about God’s love. Jesus taught us to love God and 
love people.

Our preschoolers will see how Jesus invited or-
dinary men to an extraordinary life when He asked 
them to follow Him. He said just those simple 
words—follow me. They did. And, we should to. In 
fact, that’s our bottom line for this month. I can fol-
low Jesus. Who can you follow? I can follow Jesus.

Isn’t that what Easter month should be about? 
Following God’s Son who came to save us all. I’m 
so thankful God sent us Jesus. Let’s celebrate that 
He is alive.
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Sola Scriptura
we found ourselves.

Finally, I found my phone and turned on that tiny LED flash-
light on the back. And in a moment, everything was okay. Sure, 
we still were without power. We still didn’t quite know where 
everything was. But we had light. And everything seems better 
when you have a little light.

The kids just needed to know we were still there. That we’d be 
able to find them. They’d be able to get to us. That small light gave 
them hope that everything would be okay.

That’s hope. The belief that although it was dark and difficult 
to see, everything is going to be okay.

All it took was a small light that pierced through the dark-
ness of that night.

Our life is going to feel like that sometimes, like our life just 
doesn’t make sense. Our world will be dark and confusing and 
down right scary. For our kids, this might be difficult to under-
stand.

But here’s thing, just like that light pierced through the dark-
ness of my home, we get to speak into the hearts of these kids and 
remind them that even in the dark, God is still in control. God 
still loves them. And God will faithfully carry them through the 
darkness into His marvelous light.

Unfortunately, even for our kids, this happens more than 
we’d like.

Maybe someone we care about dies.

Or they get bad news from a doctor.

A parent loses a job.

One of our children gets bullied at school.

Someone gets divorced.

Kids find themselves trying to make their way through the 
dark, when all they might need is a little light. That’s why we’re 
taking the whole month to talk about hope.

Hope is believing that something good can come out of 
something bad. It’s important to help kids know what to do 
when life throws them a curveball—when their picture doesn’t 
pan out the way they think it will—to let them know that life will 
get messy at some point. But no matter how confusing, God still 
has a plan. He is powerful enough to make something good come 
out of something bad.

That’s why a great verse to get your kids to memorize is John 
16:33b: “In this world you will have trouble. But be encour-
aged! I have won the battle over the world,” (NIrV)

Those are actually the words of Jesus. And if you want a 
demonstration of how God can use pain and suffering and do 
something powerful, just think about Jesus. More specifically, 
think about the message of the Gospel. The life, death, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus is enough to give us all the hope we will ever 
need, which becomes especially important this month as we get 
to celebrate and discover more about Easter.

WEEK 1
We start our month on hope in John 11. Here we discover 

a moment when Jesus brought hope to two sisters who thought 
all hope was lost. When Lazarus died, his sisters were devastated. 
But Jesus used the opportunity to point people to God. Jesus was 
stronger than even death itself and raised Lazarus back to life 
four days after he was dead. Through this story, we want kids 
to remember that whatever happens, they can remember how 
powerful God is.

WEEK 2
Next, we’ll look at several passages throughout John 14-16. 

We get the chance to eavesdrop on the last conversations Jesus 
had with His disciples before He was arrested. At the Last Sup-
per, Jesus takes one last chance to encourage His disciples with 
the promise of heaven, the Holy Spirit, and that He will always 
be with them. Through this moment in Jesus’ life, we pray kids 
will realize that whatever happens, they can remember what Je-
sus promised. It’s such a comfort to know that God is always with 
us and wants to be with us forever.

WEEK 3
On Palm Sunday, we celebrate how Jesus was worshipped as 

He rode into Jerusalem. Yet, as we’ll see through passages in John 
18-19, less than a week later, Jesus went to the cross for us. It was 
painful, but He endured all of it for us. We know that now, but 
when Jesus died, His disciples must have thought it was over—
that everything they had hoped for would never come true. But, 
God wasn’t finished yet. Just like the disciples didn’t yet know the 
end of the story, sometimes our kids can’t see how there story 
will turn out. We pray that as they go through those times, they’ll 
remember God is always at work.

WEEK 4
Then, on Easter Sunday, we celebrate that we can have hope 

because Jesus is alive! In John 20:1-18, we’ll find out that all the 
promises that Jesus made are true. Everything that Jesus said and 
did lead to this moment. He paid the price for our sin on the 
cross and came back to life making it possible for us to be with 
God forever! This is something to celebrate! We want all the kids 
to leave believing that whatever happens, they can know that 
God loves them.

Here’s the reality: No one knows at what point your kids may 
be going through a dark time that doesn’t make sense. But as a 
leader or a parent, you have an opportunity to lay a foundation so 
that whatever happens in their life they can have hope.

They can have hope—

because of what Jesus said about heaven,

because of what happened at the resurrection,

because God’s story is much bigger than the one they see,

and because Jesus promised that He would always be with 
them.

By Dan Scott ©2014 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 
www.ThinkOrange.com *Used by permission.
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Kyle Terwilliger

Have you ever been part of two very different 
groups? Maybe you go to a different school or you’re 
in different classes than the people in your neighbor-
hood. So you’re a part of both groups.  Or maybe you 
play on a different sports team than all of your friends. 
So after practice you hang out with the team but on 
the weekends, you hang out with completely different 
people. When that happens, we feel like we’re from one 
world and living in another. We’re torn. And if we’re 
honest, sometimes going to church or being a Chris-
tian can make us feel that way too. We go to church 
and what we hear makes sense. We see people living 
out their faith and it looks perfectly normal, maybe 
even fun. But what looks good on Sunday doesn’t al-
ways feel comfortable on Monday. Back in the every-
day world, living as followers of Jesus can make us feel 
like we’re from another planet. But does it have to be 
that way? And what does it look like to live for God in 
a culture that doesn’t necessarily think the same way? 
Believe it or not, these aren’t 21st century questions. 
Long ago, the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to the church 
at Philippi as they figured out how to navigate their 
faith and culture at the same time.  When we study 
Philippians, we may find that Paul’s advice is relevant 
for us as we learn to manage the tension and live in a 
way that is out of this world.

One:  Separate Worlds
Bottom Line: Bring who you are to where you are.

Have you ever moved to a new town or started 
going to a new school? Think about how you felt on 
your first day there. Chances are you probably felt a 
little confused. Sure there were things that might have 
felt familiar or similar to where you came from, but, 
for the most part, things just didn’t feel right. Has be-
ing a Christian ever felt like this to you? You have a 
whole life at school, at home, or with your friends, but 
when you go to church, something about it just feels 
off. It’s almost as if you’re torn between two worlds. 
Paul wrote about this exact feeling to believers in the 
church of Philippi. And as we look at what he tells 
them in the book of Philippians, we’ll see that it’s not 
where we are, but who we are that really defines us.

Two: Welcome To My World
Bottom Line: Put others first.

Think back to a time when you did something 
that was selfish. Come on, we’ve all been there! Maybe 
yours was a minor offense, something that didn’t seem 
like that big of a deal. Or maybe it was a little more ob-
vious, something that you knew was a total jerk move 
while you were doing it—but you did it anyway. The 
truth is that even when you don’t realize you’re doing 
it, you evaluate almost every decision by asking your-
self the question: “How does this affect me?” But what 
we all seem to forget is that even when we’re making 
decisions based on what’s best for us, we are rarely 
the only person being affected. As we check back in 
with Paul, he’ll give us some guidance on how we can 
change our thinking to start considering others before 
ourselves. And when we do, we’ll find that it’s not just 
the lives of others that will be impacted—our lives will 
be changed as well.

Three: World of Knowledge
Bottom Line: Where your thoughts go, you go.

The mind can be a crazy thing. It gives us weird 
dreams, random thoughts, and crazy ideas seeming-
ly out of nowhere. A lot of times, we just sort of let 
our minds wander because it feels like we don’t have 
much control over our thoughts. But maybe that’s be-
cause we just don’t spend much time really thinking 
about our thinking. Have you ever considered what 
your life might look like if you started putting a little 
more thought into your thoughts? The way you think 
on the inside plays a huge role in how you behave on 
the outside. Negative, uncomfortable, or even untrue 
thoughts can lead to the same kind of behaviors. And 
who wants to live like that? As we look back one more 
time to Paul and his thoughts on thinking in the book 
of Philippians, He points us to where God wants our 
thoughts to go. And when we start thinking in an out-
of-this-world way, the whole direction of our lives will 
begin to move in that direction as well.  

June 26-July 3

The Great Escape (Jr. 
High)

July 10-15

Fun In The Son
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financialUpdate by Jeanne Chin

For the month of December 2015
For the Operating Budget:
Income: $ 183,345
Expense: $   76,093
Net Income - Expense for the month:  $ 107,252 
Net Income - Expense Year to Date:   $  71,390

Comments
• Income for the month of December was over budget by $78,959 and was over budget for the year by $43,205.

• Adult Pledgers for the month of December were over budget by $66,078 and were over budget for the year by $74,603.

• Non-Pledgers – Over budget for the month by 13,841 and over budget for the year by $7,113.

• Loose Offering – Over budget for the month by $91 and over budget for the year by $2,059.

• Temporarily Restricted Funds Used – We used $14,065 from temporarily restricted funds this month.

• Expenses for the month of December were over budget by $2,251 and were under budget for the year by ($28,185).

YDU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND H.D.P.E. TUTORING CENTER’S

NIGHT OF HOPE
A Celebration of 20 Years Serving Arlington Students

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Dr. Vistasp M. Karbhari

President, The University of Texas at Arlington

ENTERTAINMENT
UT Arlington Jazz Combo

Saturday, April 9, 2016   6:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Trinity United Methodist Church
1200 West Green Oaks Boulevard

Arlington, Texas

$45.00 Per Person – contact George Morey or Marge and Bob Dawson

DINNER
Catered by La Madeleine

SILENT AUCTION
Includes City’s Ballpark Suite
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Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study group 
meets every Wednesday morn-
ing at 7:00 am in the Parlor.  Men 
of all ages meet to study The 
Book of Genesis along with great  
fellowship and prayer session.  Cur-
rently, there are about 12 - 15 men 
in this group.  All men are invited to 
join this study.

Women’s Bible Study 
The Women’s Monday Night Bible 
study is opened to all women. This 
group meets on the third Monday 
of each month. Next meeting is 
Monday, March 21st at 6:oo pm. in 
the parlor.  Members rotate on pro-
viding a light meal and volunteer-
ing to act as a facilitator.

Please contact Debbie Richardson 
(der817@gmail.com). 

Tuesday Morning Bible 
Study
Men and women of all ages are  
invited to meet together to study 
the book of Hebrews every Tuesday  
morning at 10:00 am.   For meeting 
dates and locations throughout the 
siummer, please contact Lorna Sny-
der.

BiBle StudieS Adult MuSic MiniStrieS

children/Student MuSic 
MiniStrieS

church leAderShip

Deacons Meeting
Thursday, March 10th at 6:00 pm, 
the Diaconate meets in the Par-
lor to oversee the following min-
istries - Congregational Care,  
Hospitality, and Fellowship.

Team Meeting Night
Thursday, March 10th at 6:45 pm, 
all Teams meet for worship in the 
Chapel with subsequent gathering 
into respective teams for ministry 
planning and coordination.

Session Meeting
Thursday, March 31st at 6:45 pm, 
the Session meets in the Parlor to 
oversee the ministry of the church.  
The work of the Diaconate, Church 
Administration, Facility Manage-
ment, and all Discipleship, Worship, 
and Mission and Evangelism minis-
tries will be discussed.

FAcilitieS

All Church Work Day!
March 19th from 8:30 am to 12 
noon

Come join the Facilities Team in 
cleaning and maintaining our 
church facility.  We need  as much 
help as we can get.  Donuts and 
coffee are provided!

Chancel Choir
The choir meets for rehearsals on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm.  
Join us as part of the music ministry 
of FPCA! 

Ring of Praise Handbell 
Ensemble
This inter-generational handbell 
group rehearses Wednesday eve-
nings from 6:15 pm until 7:15 
pm. If you are interested in ringing 
in this group, please contact Russell 
Farnell fpcamusic@yahoo.com or 
817-274-8286.

Agape Choir
Meet Sunday, 4:30 - 6:00 pm in the 
choir room.

Developing a soundtrack for their 
lives, youth in 6th to 12th grade 
learn choral music with an empha-
sis on scripture. This choir sings pe-
riodically in worship services, and 
participates in outreach activities 
such as singing for retirement cen-
ters and homeless shelters. They 
attend the YouthCUE Baylor youth 
choir festival annually.  

Children Music Ministries
Meets Sundays, 4:30 - 5:30 pm in 
room 218. 

CMM strives to impart God’s love 
through His gift of music.  The focus 
of CMM is on ministry to children 
rather than on performance. Chil-
dren ages 4 (when school starts) 
through 5th grade participate in ac-
tivities including music/singing and 

bells/chimes, instruments, and lis-
tening activities. The two sections 
are divided by age. CMM partici-
pates in the 11:00 worship service 
twice per year: usually in December 
and April.  
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diScipleShip

The Birthday Fund is another opportu-
nity to be involved in the stewardship 
of the church.  You can give a dollar 

for each year you have been alive, and this 
money will be used to further ministry here 
at FPCA.  This fund has provided money for 
new lapel microphones, new gliders for the 
nursery, blood pressure monitors, temporal thermometers, banners for 
Holy Week, assistive listening devices, etc.  If  your birthday is coming 
up, Don’t Forget ‘em!!!! (We promise not to reveal your age.  Donations 
can be made at anytime during the year in any amount.

During the month of January, the following gifts were received.  Thanks 
to all who donated.  

Orlando & Minda Morales   Jack Gray    Bev Koch   
Ann Turney

Thanks to all who donated.  

birthdayFund

FellowShip GroupS

Quilting Group
The group will meet the first three 
Wednesdays at 10:00 am     come join a  
wonderful group of ladies who 
quilt, sew, knit, and just enjoy being 
together!  

Saints Alive!
For Saints Alive! events, contact Bev 
Koch at 817-261-3202.

Library Team
The library team works the first 
Wednesday of each month, from 7 
until 8:30 pm.  Anyone interested 
is welcome.  No particular skill is 
required, the work is easy, and 
we always have a good time as 
we process books to be added to 
our inventory.  The choir is usually 
practicing during this time, so 
pretty music drifts up the hall as we 
work, and there is always a bit of 
chocolate to make the work more 
pleasant!  If you would like to be 
involved in library work but cannot 
come at that evening time, please 
contact Sandy Thomlinson and 
special daytime work sessions can 
be arranged. 
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For a day-to-day schedule of activities, please check the calendar in the 
worship bulletin or on the church website at www.firstprestexas.org

Children & Youth Ministries  
Volunteers Needed

Kids Beach Clubs start 
the week of September 
14.  We need volun-

teers on Monday’s for Blanton 
Elementary, Tuesday’s for Ellis 
Elementary and Wednesday’s 
for Crow Elementary from 
3:10-4:50 p.m.  

Preschool and elementary 
Sunday School teachers are 
needed.  We will have a lun-
cheon and training on Sep-
tember 13 after the 11:00 a.m. 

service.
Kids For Christ (KFC)-We 

need people to lead or help 
with KFC during the 11:00 a.m. 
service.  If you can do this once 
a month or even once every 
other month it would help.

Please contact Kyle at 817-
274-8286 or 520-560-2720 or 
kyle@firstprestexas.org to vol-
unteer or for more informa-
tion.



DEADLINE for the April Issue of the “NEWS” is MARCH 15th

 Prayers for those with health & other concerns:
 Esther Albright, Chona Pacot Anwar, David Boice, Andrew Bridges, Crystal Castaneda, Jerry   
 Colleps,  Lee Carol Copeland, Laura Duffney, Laura Farnell, Bunny Floyd, Bonnie Forte, Bobbie  
 Fowler, Dave Goff, Susan Graham, Margery Harrand, Edna and Ken Harris, Bill Hayden, Deva  
 Kellam, Doyle Malone, Garrett Mastin,  Barbara Mooers, Ruth Moore, Judy Northup, Bill Olsen,  
 Tim Poston, Albert Ross, Carolyn Savko, Tonya Scrabeck, Eulabel Sheldon, Linda Smith,   
 Brooks Taylor, Allen Underwood, Donna Vickers, Audrey Wallace, Nita Whitenight and   
 Mary Jane Wright
 Please contact the church office at 817-274-8286 if you have any congregational care needs. For questions  
 about specific concerns of those listed above, please contact Juanice Young at glymjy@yahoo.com or 
 817-794-5626.

Prayers for those serVinG on Mission in BeliZe
Prayers for our faMily serVinG in the arMed forces:

 Aaron Alonso, Ben Boughton, David Caldwell, Austin Curran, Eric Dill, Jeff Grimes, Nathan   
 Haerer, Damien King, Matthew Lopez, Mike Manci, Jack Murtha, Colin Peden, Jason Polk,  
 Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Christopher Young and Robbie Wallace

 Pray for our hoMeBound MeMBers. 
Pray for those who do not know christ!
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