
And we know that in all 
things God works for the 
good of those who love 
him, who have been called 
according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

September 
2022  T

h
e
 N

e
w

s 

 



2 

 Familiar Face, Expanded 
Role 
A hugely formative experience was my seminary internship.  The 

official name was SPM (Supervised Practice of Ministry) and I 

spent 9-months at Westminster Presbyterian Church in Dallas.  

There I was under the supervision of Rev. Dr. Ron Salfen who 

preached here this summer.  I made other lifelong friendships that I 

value to this day.  Ron, the session, and the congregation did a 

wonderful job of welcoming me and sharing the responsibilities of 

ministry.  Knowing just how valuable that was for me, and I 

believe the congregation of WPC as well, it has been an aspiration 

of mine to host a seminary intern here at FPCA.  Please allow me 

to introduce him to you! 

His name is Adrian Rodriguez and he currently serves as our 

Director of Youth Ministry.  He has been in the ordination process 

under the care of FPCA and Grace Presbytery these past few years 

while attending Fuller Seminary online.  Ordinarily, Grace 

Presbytery does not allow students to fulfill their internship 

requirement at their home church, but miracles continue to 

abound!   

Fuller’s program has a different name and I really like it.  Instead 

of internship, they call it an apprenticeship.  In addition to his 

current youth ministry responsibilities, Adrian will spend these 

next nine months doing a little bit of everything across the vast 

spectrum of pastoral ministry.  That will mean helping lead 

worship regularly, preach in Sunday worship, attend session and 

deacon meetings, accompany Jim Shroyer and me on pastoral care 

calls, teach all ages of discipleship groups, and everything else 

there is!  And through this process, I have all the faith that the 

sanctification process of converting him from being an Eagles fan 

to a Cowboys fan will be complete.  Or I will fail him.  Just 

kidding.  Maybe.  I know FPCA will be as supportive for Adrian 

as Westminster was for me. 

 

Welcome Team 

 

 Starting this month you will see a couple more people in 

the narthex each Sunday morning.  Our deacons are taking the lead 

on establishing a Welcome Team who will provide great 
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hospitality to guests.  They will have the flexibility to walk families down to the nursery, KFC, 

or help others find an accessible restroom.   

 Part of a deacon’s calling is to share the compassion of Christ to the lost and the 

friendless.  If you have ever walked into a church for the first time on your own, it can definitely 

feel lonely and it is easy to get lost.   

 This team is definitely open to people other than those currently serving as deacons.  If 

you have an outgoing personality who can help guests at our church feel more at home, you can 

contact our Welcome Team coordinator, Chelsea Campbell. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Chris 

chris@firstprestexas.org 

 

Monthly Food Bank 
Join us Saturday, September 10, starting at 8:30 a.m. to distribute food, or bring your neighbors to 
receive food, at the Arlington Charities mobile food bank. 

St. Andrew's United Methodist Church 

2045 SE Green Oaks Blvd 

Arlington, TX 76018 

It's just east of New York Ave, so if you're coming from the west, make a U-turn at Sherry St. 
Volunteer parking is just south of the church and food is distributed on the west side of the church. 
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Finance Update 
For the month of July 2022:  

 

Budget (Operating and Funds Released) 

Income:  $70,939 

Expense: ($78,997) 

 

Income - Expense for month:   ($ 8,058) 

Income - Expense for 2022 Year to Date:  $34,183 

Comments: 

We are always so grateful for your generous donations. Because of your support we were able to: 

• resume our summer series on the book of Acts, giving us some very practical tools to 

help us tell our faith story, as we help launch the Gospel to the ends of the earth! 

• finish a great week of VBS! The daily themes were: God created me with a purpose, 

Jesus invites me to follow Him, I can trust Jesus with my life, love others like Jesus loves 

me, and I can change the world around me with how I live (fruit of the Spirit). 

• offer a book club for The Post-Quarantine Church, by Thom Rainer, who presents “six 

urgent challenges and opportunities that will determine the future of your congregation.” 

• enjoy the new little, free library in the Narthex which is mainly for our young friends, 

constructed by Harold Thomlinson and his grandson, Foster. 

• provide opportunities to serve our community, as we collect supplies for teachers at 

Carter Jr. High to help stock their classrooms, help stock supplies for the Arlington Life 

Shelter, and distribute food, or bring your neighbors to receive food, at the Arlington 

Charities mobile food bank. 

• As of July, our Capital Campaign fund balance is $1,267,916. 

We are doing well, and, because of you, we are able to carry out the ministries that are calling to 

our FPCA family. Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns, at 

jeanne@firstprestexas.org. 

mailto:jeanne@firstprestexas.org
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Children`s Ministry 
Preschool 
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Elementary and KFC 

 

Save the date: 

September 9-Kids Night Out from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

September 23-Kids Night Out from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

September 25-Children's Ministry Luncheon for children and their families along with youth in the 
FPCA Youth Music Ministry 
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Youth Ministry 
Asking for Help Doesn’t Make You a Bad Parent (It Makes You a 

Better One) 

by Holly Crawshaw 

You’ve said it. Or you’ve heard it. But have you ever lived it?  

Back in the day—like, way back—families in our country lived within the wide-cast net of 
community. Work, play, faith, and life existed in the context of togetherness.  

Somewhere along the way (around the 1950s), the idea of the nuclear family emerged. Parents 
embraced their roles in the family equation and lines were drawn and expectations were issued.  

Men: earned  

Women: cared for the home and children  

As you well know, life has changed significantly from the 1950s. Inflation has soared, responsibilities 
have grown, and the demand to produce has created a situation where men and women are now 
shouldering far more than ever.  

The traditional gender roles don’t work anymore. (They didn’t really work then, but that’s another 
post.) 

We need help 

I was talking to a girlfriend today who told me, “I’m thinking about having my kids go to the after-
school daycare two days a week so I can start exercising regularly.”  

My response? “Oh, that’s a great idea.”  

She was shocked. “Really? What do you think people will say?”  

I understood her hesitancy. Aided by the highlight reels of social media, culture has convinced us 
that we should be able to do it all. Have a side hustle, be a #girlboss, ride our exercise bike daily, buy 
matching Christmas outfits for the kids, keep our kitchens Insta-worthy, and have regular date 
nights with our partners.  

There’s been some recent pushback against these types of pressures, and cognitively, we know the 
pressures are unrealistic. But there’s still this pervasive disappointment we wrestle with when we 
can’t check every box at the end of the day.  

(As an Enneagram 3, I’ll be the first to tell you, I’ve lost plenty of sleep over the unchecked boxes.)  

I wonder what might happen if we embraced our inability to be all things to all people. 

If we called a “truce” with life and admitted that we just can’t do it all. 

If we acknowledge, with our actions and invitation for support, that we need help.  

If we really raised our children in a village.  

We aren’t wired to do life alone. Why would parenting be any different? 
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As a single parent, I maybe have a unique understanding of this principle because I have no other 
choice. It’s either ask for help or cease to function. I’ve learned that asking for help does two 
important things:  

It gives other people the opportunity to build relationships with my kids. As much as I’d like 
to be at the center of their every memory . . . that’s kinda weird. Kids need other voices (especially 
the voices of other trusted adults) speaking into their lives to give them a sense of community and 
belonging.  

It gives other people permission to ask for help too. I bet if we checked, we’d find that we’re all 
gripping white flags behind our backs. I say we raise those flags together as high as we can. That we 
look for the white flags of others and ask how we can help.  

Asking for help doesn’t make you a bad parent. It makes you a human. 

Music Ministry Opportunities 
 

 

For more information, contact Russell Farnell, Minister of Music russell@firstprestexas.org, or 
Laura Farnell, Coordinator of Children's and Youth Music Ministries laura.farnell@gmail.com. 
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This Month 
Some activities are postponed until further notice. Activities marked with * are happening. 

 

 Bible Studies 

Men’s Bible Study * 

The Men’s Bible Study group meets 
every Wednesday morning at 
8:00 a.m. in the parlor. Men of all 
ages meet and enjoy great fellowship 
and a prayer session. All men are 
invited to join this study. 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Monday Night Women's Bible 
Study will resume Monday, 
September 19. The 2022-2023 study 
is Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God's 
Gift of Rest and Delight. Questions? 
Contact Debbie Richardson at 
817.675.2867 or Sheri Quick at 
sheriq@aol.com.  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study * 

Men and women of all ages are 
invited to meet in the Brides Room 
every Tuesday morning at 10:30a.m. 

CWF Women`s Bible Study 

Meet virtually every Wednesday at 7 
p.m. EXCEPT the last Wednesday 
of the month they meet at FPCA in 
the Parlor. 

 Music Ministries  

Chancel Choir * 

This is the primary worship 
leadership ensemble for the 
11:00 service. The choir also sings 
for special services around 
Christmas and Holy Week. It is 
more than just a great choir; it is a 
caring fellowship. Rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
in the Choir Room. Nursery care is 
provided if requested. 

Ring of Praise Handbell 
Ensemble 

This handbell ensemble will resume 
on Wednesday, September 7 at 6 
p.m. 

Youth Choir 

The youth choir will resume on 
Sunday, September 11 from 12:15 
p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

Children’s Music Ministries 

The children’s choirs will resume on 
Sunday, September 11 from 12:15 
p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

 Church Leadership 

Deacon Meeting * 

Thursday, October 20, at 
7:00 p.m., the Diaconate meets in 
the parlor to oversee the 
Congregational Care, Hospitality, 
and Fellowship ministries. 

Team Meeting Night * 

Thursday, September 8, at 7:00 
p.m., all teams meet for ministry 
planning and coordination.  

Session Meeting * 

Thursday, September 22, at 7:00 

p.m., the Session meets in person 
in the Parlor to oversee the 
ministry of the church, indoor 
worship, budget, Generis, and 
other matters. The work of the 
Diaconate, church 
administration, and all 
Discipleship, Worship, Facility 
Management, and Mission and 
Evangelism ministries will be 
discussed. 

 Discipleship 

Library Team 

The library team works the first 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Anyone interested 
is welcome. No particular skill is 
required, the work is easy, and we 
always have a good time as we 
process books to be added to our 
inventory. If you would like to be 
involved in library work but cannot 
come at that evening time, please 
contact Sandy Thomlinson (at 
817-522-2080) and special daytime 
work sessions can be arranged. 

 Fellowship 

Happy Quilters * 

This group meets Wednesdays at 
10:00 a.m. to quilt, sew, knit, 
crochet, embroider, and just enjoy 
being together. Bring your project 
and join in! 

Senior Flexibility Class * 

Come get fit with us! The Senior 
Flexibility Class will meet each week 
on Tuesday and Friday from 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

If interested, contact Mary Spencer 
at 817-689-0526 for more details. 
 

mailto:sheriq@aol.com
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Deadline for the October issue of The News is September 15! 

Prayer Ministry 
Prayers for those with health and other concerns: Apana Agha, Shannon Annen, Christine Apperson, 
Jack Bos, James (Andrew) Bridges, Carol Browning, Vannah Caylor, Billie Jo Campbell, the Cravens 
Family, Frank Coburn, Edna Collins, Lloyd Counts, Cyprian Engwenyi, the Farnell Family, Don and Betty 
Farrell, Bunny Floyd, Joe and Lila Glenn, the Gottmann Family, Grady Herzog, the Hydock Family, Tim 
Karnes (Pat May’s son), Manuel LeBlanc, Gary Lindley, Pat May, Mark Moore, Christopher and Victorine 
Ngochi, Jim L. Quick, Jillian Reynolds, the Rodriguez Family, Beth Rotert, Kathy Rotert, Tonya Scrabeck, 
Jamee Shroyer, David Spencer, John and Donna Vickers, Nancy Welborne, and Danny Womble. 

Prayers for our family serving in the armed forces: Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Austin Curran, Jeff 
Grimes, Nathan Haerer, Damien King, Mike Manci, Amie Murtha, Stephen O’Neil Sosa, Colin Peden, 
Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Peyton Steeno, Christopher Young, and Robbie Wallace 

Prayers for our homebound members: Esther Albright, Tom and Bobbie Fowler, Barbara Hughes, 
Jeanne Malone, Charlene Miller, Betty Snowden, Connie Taylor, Dee Uhri, Richard Whitenight, and Mary 
Jane Wright  

Pray for those who do not know Christ! 

If you have any congregational care needs, please contact either Pastor Chris Campbell or Parish 
Pastor Jim Shroyer at 817-274-8286. 


