
May 8, 2016

First Presbyterian Church
The Seventh Sunday of Easter

Glorify.  Grow.

Mission Statement:
We, as the Church, are the Body of Christ equipped through prayer by the Holy Spirit 
to glorify God; through passionate worship, nurturing fellowship, sacrificial service, 
respectful evangelism, and active discipleship, we encourage and challenge all ages of our 
congregation and community to grow in relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Preaching: Rev. Rich McDermott 
8:30 Lay Leader: Stuart Hanson
11:00 Lay Leader: Charles Arnold
Organist: Susan Fuchs

Ask an usher for a large print bulletin, Bible,  
or hearing enhancement device.
Prayer cards, visitor information cards, and 
offering envelopes can be found in the pews. 
Please place them in the offering plate.
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Gathering
Preparation for Worship  Proverbs 31:30

Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.

Voluntary Largo from Voluntary No. 10 John Stanley

Call to Worship  
The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice.
Let the many islands be glad!
The heavens proclaim his righteousness
And all the people proclaim his glory!
Let us worship God.

Introit Alleluia 7 Taize Community

§ Hymn 299 You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim Hanover

§ Prayer of Confession  
Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life, and crowned him Lord of all. We confess 

that often we have not bowed before him, or acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone 
along with the ways of the world, and sometimes failed to give him glory. 

Forgive us, and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people, obeying the commands of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church, his body. Amen.

§ Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ The Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

§ Passing the Peace          Greet those around you with, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

§ Hymn 840 It Is Well with My Soul Ville du Havre

Community Joys and Events

Proclaiming

Scripture Reading 2 Timothy 1:3–14 New Testament page 211

Children’s Time (11:00)
Children (age 3 to fourth grade) are invited to go to Kids For Christ (KFC) in room 216.

The f lowers are given to the glory of God and 
in memory of Marjorie Elkinton,  

mother of Carole Ray  
and Minnie E. Ray, mother of Allen Ray.

The Worship of God
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Words in bold are spoken by the congregation.
§ Invites all who are able to stand.
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Anthem Let This Mind Be In You Austin Lovelace
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  

who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 
But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,  

and was made in the likeness of men.
And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself,  

and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him,  

and given him a name which is above every name,  
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.      Philippians 2:5-11

Scripture Reading Jude 1–4 New Testament page 243

The Sermon Guard the Good Treasure Rev. McDermott

Responding

§ Affirmation of Faith  from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies 

us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and love God and neighbor, and 
binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and disciples rules our faith and life in Christ 
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of 
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls men and women 
to all ministries of the church.

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory  Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me John Behnke

§ The Doxology  Lasst uns Erfreuen
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia!
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Sending

§ Hymn 307 God of Grace and God of Glory Cwm Rhondda

§ Charge and Benediction  the congregation joins hands

§ Postlude Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor Michael Burkhardt

c d

Comments for Contemplation

Guard the Good Treasure           2 Timothy 1:3–3–14, Jude 1–4

1. The lesson is this: In both fishing and in life, it is important and good to learn from the guide, but 
it is even better to ____  _________ the guide.

2. The good news is that the gospel message can address the deepest _____________ of each person 
here, and every person who is not here. 

3. The Scripture lessons that we have read today remind us that we are to guard the good treasure 
that has been entrusted to us and to _____________ for the faith that was once for all entrusted 
to the saints.

4. Never underestimate the power of the Holy Spirit working in families and especially 
in_____________ of great conviction.  Lois and Eunice prove that early on, the Lord was using 
people of all ages, both genders, and all stations in life to pass the faith on from one generation to 
the next.

5. The time for shrinking back is over.  It is time to boldly proclaim the good news of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ for a society that has truly lost its way spiritually, emotionally, behaviorally, morally, 
socially, economically and _____________.

6. There will always be false teachers who turn the grace of God into license, and use it as an excuse 
to do whatever they please.  But this is a _____________ of the grace, the unmerited favor, of our 
Lord.
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Nelson Abam
My name is Nelson Abam. I am married to my beautiful wife Adeline and we have three smart 
and awesome kids.  Ethan (9 years),  Abigail (7 years) and Emily (3 years) old respectively. I 
was born a Presbyterian.  Both my parents and grandparents were/are active members of the 
Presbyterian Church in Cameroon.

I believe in Christ and try to follow his teaching daily. I am humbly to be a part of this great 
Presbyterian family. My family and I have been coming to Sunday service here for a while and 
we love and enjoy it. We hope to grow in our Christian faith and walk here.  Thank you and 
may GOD continue to bless this congregation.

Gisselle and Juan Carlos Gavalda
We are Gisselle and Juan Carlos Gavalda. We are originally from Puerto Rico. We came to 
Texas because there was a wonderful job opportunity and wanted a change or adventure. We 
have been truly blessed with two beautiful children, Diego Vicente (3) and Paulina Estelle (1). 
We have been members of PCUSA in Bayamon, PR and wanted to find a new church here 
since we truly love the Presbyterian Church. Juan Carlos is currently employed with Methodist 
Health System as a Family Physcian and Gisselle is currently a Stay-at-Home Mom and holds a 
Nursing Degree. Our hobbies are exploring the outdoors, family time, and currently, watching 
Peppa Pig. We enjoy cultural and social charities, activities and work. We look forward to 
participating more as our kids continue to grow.

Stanley Ndika Ticha
My name is Stanley Ndika Ticha. I’m from Cameroon, Central Africa. I was baptised in 2001.
Since then I have been worshipping with Presbyterian Church of Cameroon until 2013 when 
I moved to the United States. Since moving to the U.S. in 2013, I have been worshipping 
with other churches around DFW until I moved to Arlington and got connected to the First 
Presbyterian Church.

John and Catherine O’Malley
John and Catherine O’Malley came to First Presbyterian Church looking for a church home 
to nurture and develop their faith.  John is an environmental manager for an oil company.  
Catherine is a flight attendant now in her 27th year of flying.  They have been married for 12 
years and have one son, Jason.

Jill Reynolds
I grew up in the Presbyterian church. Baptized in the Presbyterian church, attended Vacation 
Bible School every summer, acted in the Christmas pageants dressed in my little “robe.”  
However, as an adult my career, travel, places I called home, and Life seemed to overwhelm. 
Periodic church attendance became the norm. As I have gotten older, I’ve found a need to 
be closer to God. Imagine my surprise that while going to Sunday service with my Dad, Jim 
Reynolds, I connected! I believe I’ve finally found my “church home” and see the real possibility 
of understanding and having more in-depth conversations with God!

Welcome New Members
Received by our congregation April 24
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Women’s Bible Study
Come join us Monday, May 16th at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Parlor 

Preschool Spring Program “God’s Love”
We would like to invite everyone to join us in 

celebrating God’s Love on  
Thursday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m.

The children and Ms. Jenny have been working hard 
preparing and it will be adorable!

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, May 15 will be the Congregational Meeting 

at 12:00 noon in the Sanctuary.
This meeting is for the purpose of hearing the report  

of the APNC and electing an Associate Pastor.
The candidate’s biography will be made available  

at the meeting.

May 19 - Last Saints Alive Until Fall
The Goldtone Choir will entertain us on Thursday, 
May 19, in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30 a.m.  This 

group of seniors has sung for us before and were very 
enjoyable.  Please bring a dish to share for our potluck 

lunch and join in the fun.
This will be our last time together until September.

Happiness Study
Greg Southworth is a doctoral student and a member of Grace Presbyterian Church here in Arlington who is 
doing a study on happiness and would like our input.  Some of the benefits from participation include new 
information and insights about happiness and a chance to talk about how faith impacts our happiness at First 
Presbyterian Church.  
The survey study involves a short 15-minute on-line survey of 10 domains of happiness: familial, vocational, 
health, community, etc., and an opportunity to participate in a 90 minute one time group discussion, a few 
weeks later. Overall results will be shared at the discussion group meeting, and each person gets their own 
results at the end of the survey. Greg is looking at how spirituality influences happiness. 
To take the survey, go to the following website:

http://www.northcentraltexashappiness.weebly.com/

Vacation Bible School - Basic Elements
June 6-10, 2016 - 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon  

Children 4 years old to 6th grade. 
Free.  Invite friends, neighbors, grandchildren, everyone 

Permission forms available outside the chapel and the sanctuary or from Kyle.
Contact Kyle at kyle@firstprestexas.org or 817-274-8286 with questions or to get a permission form.
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Pentecost Offering
This year our Pentecost Offering is received officially on the Day of Pentecost, May15, 2016.  As with all Special 
Offerings, times before and after this date are appropriate for donations also.  On Pentecost Sunday, we join 
Christians around the world to celebrate God’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the church.  The Pentecost Offering 
benefits children at risk, youth, and young adults.  Forty percent of the offering stays locally and this year will go 
to HOPE tutoring as decided by the Mission and Evangelism Team with Session approval.  The other percentage 
will support General Assembly ministries for youth development. For more information on the Pentecost Offering 
see www.pcusa.org/pentecost.
Offering envelopes are available outside the chapel and sanctuary the week of the offering and after for several 
weeks.  Please use the Pentecost envelopes or designate on your check or other envelope if you are giving to the 
Pentecost Offering. Please help aid youth programs in our city as well as our country and world.

Church Wide Belize Luncheon
Come and See…

Just as Jesus said to the Disciples in John “Come and you will see”...Please come and see what has been
happening in Belize!! The Belize Mission Team invites you to a luncheon on May 15th in the

Fellowship Hall at 12:20 p.m., following the Congregational Meeting.
With a series of serendipitous events that could only have been orchestrated by our Lord,

God has been moving mightily in the World and we have seen it firsthand! 
We have stories, pictures and videos to share with the congregation.

Please Come and See what the Lord has done.

FPCA Canned Food Drive
Benefiting Arlington Charities Now through May 14th

Please bring your canned goods to the marked collection boxes near the church 
offices, the red hallway or near the Fellowship Hall any time between now 
and May 14th. Our local US Postal Workers also will collect canned goods 
Arlington Charities during this same time period so, if you can’t bring your 
donation to FPCA, simply bag your items and place them near your mailbox 
early on May 14 (Saturday); your mail carrier will pick them up.

Volunteers Needed 
On Monday & Tuesday, May 16 & 17, Arlington Charities, a mission of FPCA, 
needs volunteers to help sort and box food collected from the Postal Worker 
Food Drive. If you can help, please come to First Christian Church (rear 
entrance). Times are 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. both days!
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Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns:

Esther Albright, Chona Pacot Anwar, David Boice, 
Louis and Shirley Bragg, Andrew Bridges, Crystal 
Castaneda, Jerry Colleps, Lee Carol Copeland, 
Mike Deardorff, Laura Farnell, Bonnie Forte, 
Bobbie Fowler, Susan Graham, Margery Harrand, 
Edna and Ken Harris, Bill Hayden, Norman Hulla, 
Jack Justilian, Deva Kellam, Margaret and George 
Kleopfer, Jim Lavender, Curt Lewis, Doyle Malone, 
Garrett Mastin, J. Fred Miller, Barbara Mooers, 
Ruth Moore, Judy Northup, Bill Olsen, Ann 
Pitstick, Albert Ross, Carolyn Savko, Eulabel 
Sheldon, Brooks Taylor, Jerry Thomas, Brendan 
Tibbetts, Allen Underwood, Audrey Wallace, 
Charlene Watson and Mary Jane Wright

Prayers for family serving in the armed forces:

Aaron Alonso, Ben Boughton, David Caldwell, 
Austin Curran, Eric Dill, Jeff Grimes, Nathan 
Haerer, Damien King, Matthew Lopez, Mike 
Manci, Jack Murtha, Colin Peden, Jason Polk,  
Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Christopher Young 
and Robbie Wallace

Prayers for our home-bound members

Prayers for those who do not know Christ

Information for the May 22nd bulletin should  
be turned in to the church office today, or emailed  

to kim@firstprestexas.org by this Monday.

This week @ FPCA
Sunday 5/8   
 8:30 a.m. Worship in Chapel 
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
  11:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary  
   6:00 p.m. The Well

Tuesday 5/10  
 6:30 p.m. HOPE Tutoring 
Wednesday 5/11  
 7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Quilting Group 
 5:00 p.m. Preschool Meeting 
 6:15 p.m. Ring of Praise Handbells 
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday 5/12   
 6:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. HOPE Tutoring 
 6:30 p.m. Preschool Spring Program 
 6:45 p.m. Team Meeting Night 

Printing provided by The Tom Fowler Group 
Please recycle.

1200 South Collins www.FirstPresTexas.org
Arlington, Texas 76010 817-274-8286

If you have any congregational care needs, please contact 
Rev. Fred Babb, our Parish Associate for  

Congregational Care, at the church office 
817-274-8286 or his cell phone: 817-995-9717. 

For questions about specific concerns listed above, please 
contact Juanice Young at  

juanicey@gmail.com or 817-794-5626.


