
December 31, 2017

First Presbyterian Church
The First Sunday after Christmas

Ask an usher for a large print bulletin, Bible,  
or hearing enhancement device.
Prayer cards, visitor information cards, and 
offering envelopes can be found in the pews. 
Please place them in the offering plate.

Preaching: Rev. Rich McDermott
Liturgist: Rev. Chris Campbell
8:30 Lay Leader: Diane Terwilliger
11:00 Lay Leader: Katina Gifford

Mission Statement:
First Presbyterian Church of Arlington is transforming life

 by glorifying God, following Jesus, and loving our neighbor.

Following Jesus, Transforming Life
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Gathering
Preparation for Worship		  Isaiah 43:19–21 (NIV)

See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.  The wild animals honor me, the jackals and the owls, because I 
provide water in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland, to give drink to my people, my chosen, the 

people I formed for myself that they may proclaim my praise.

Prelude	 Coventry Carol	 Olive Nelson Russell

Call to Worship		
Praise the Lord in the heavens; praise God with the hosts on high!
Praise the Lord, sun and moon; praise God all you shining stars!
Praise the Lord from earth to sky, for God commanded and all was created.
The name of the Lord alone is exalted, and God’s splendor covers heaven and earth!
Let us worship God!

§ Hymn 133	 O Come, All Ye Faithful	 Adeste Fidelis

§ Prayer of Confession (silently, then said together)	
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light shining in darkness.  We 

confess that we have not welcomed the light, even though we are his own people.  While he has 
come to us, we have not received him.  We do not experience new life because we have ignored 
the coming of the Messiah.

Forgive us our sin, transform us from within, and reconcile us to 
yourself so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in the truth of Christ our 
Lord, through whom we pray. Amen.

§ Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ The Gloria Patri		  Meineke 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

§ Passing the Peace          Greet those around you with, “The peace of Christ be with you.” 

§ Hymn 143	 Angels, from the Realms of Glory	 Regent Square

Community Joys and Events

The f lowers are given to the glory of God 
in thanks for the gift of the year just past and of the 

year to come.

The Worship of God
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
Words in bold are spoken by the congregation.
§ Invites all who are able to stand.
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Proclaiming

Scripture Reading	 2 Corinthians 5:16–21	 New Testament page 181 

Children’s Time (11:00)
Children (age 3 to fourth grade) are invited to go to Kids For Christ (KFC) in room 216.

Voluntary	 Andante	 Mozart
Ben Ayers, French horn

Scripture Reading	 Matthew 4:12–22	 New Testament page 3 

The Sermon	 A Vision for the New Year and Beyond 	 Rev. McDermott

Responding

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer		
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory	 Angels from the Realms of Glory	 Michael Burkhardt

§ The Doxology		  Lasst uns erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

§ Affirmation of Faith		  Galatians 3:29, 4:4-7
If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

...when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  

And because we are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Sending

§ Hymn 132	  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice	 In Dulci Jubilo	

§ Charge and Benediction		  the congregation joins hands

§ Postlude	 He Is Born	 Richard Hudson

c d
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Sermon Notes

A Vision for the New Year and Beyond       2 Corinthians 5:16–21; Matthew 4:12–22

Printing provided by The Fowler Group 
Please recycle.

   1200 South Collins	 www.FirstPresTexas.org
Arlington, Texas 76010	 817-274-8286



Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns:

Esther Albright, Yvonne Babb, Elaine Bahn, 
Destine Batson, David Boice, Debbie Boice, Shirley 
Bragg, James (Andrew) Bridges, Edna Collins, Lee 
Carol Copeland, Tommy and Kathryn Copeland 
and family, Laura and Moses Duffney, Bobbie 
Fowler, Tom Fowler, Lila Glenn, David Goff, Jack 
Gray, Andrew Hydock, Tim Karnes, Bob Koch, Pat 
May, J. Fred Miller, Allen Miller, Barbara Mooers, 
Ruth Moore, Cosme Pacot, John Pittman, Jim L. 
Quick, Aileigh Rodriguez, Albert Ross, Kyle 
Terwilliger, Donna Vickers, Karl Winter, Mary Jane 
Wright

Prayers for family serving in the armed forces:

Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Austin Curran, Eric 
Dill, Jeff Grimes, Nathan Haerer, Damien King, 
Mike Manci, Jack Murtha, Stephen O’Neil Sosa, 
Colin Peden, Jason Polk, Ryan Powell, Ryan 
Regalado, Christopher Young, Robbie Wallace

Prayers for our home-bound members
Prayers for those who do not know Christ

If you have any congregational care needs, please 
contact Pastor Rich McDermott at the church office 

817-274-8286.
For questions about specific concerns listed above, 

please contact Juanice Young at  
juanicey@gmail.com or 817-794-5626.

This week @ FPCA
Sunday 12/31		   
	 8:30 a.m.	 Worship in Chapel 
	 9:45 a.m.	 Refreshments & Fellowship 
 	 11:00 a.m.	 Worship in Sanctuary 
  	 2:00 p.m.	 PCGRC

Monday 1/1	 Preschool & Church Office Closed

Tuesday 1/2	 Preschool Closed 
	 9:00 a.m.	 Senior Flexibility Class 
	 10:00 a.m.	 Ladies Bible Study

Wednesday 1/3	 Preschool Closed
	 8:00 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Study 
	 10:00 a.m.	 Quilting Group 
	 7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Thursday 1/4	 Preschool Closed

Friday 1/5	 Preschool Closed 
	 9:00 a.m.	 Senior Flexibility Class

Information for the January 14 bulletin should be turned 
in to the church office today, or emailed to  

kim@firstprestexas.org by this Monday.

	 Staff Directory
Rich McDermott	 Senior Pastor	 rich@firstprestexas.org
Chris Campbell	 Associate Pastor for Missional Discipleship	 chris@firstprestexas.org
Russell Farnell	 Minister of Music	 russell@firstprestexas.org
Josh Lang	 Organist	 josh@firstprestexas.org
Gary Lindley	 Office Manager			                      facilities@firstprestexas.org
Adrian Rodriguez	 Director of Youth Ministry	 adrian@firstprestexas.org
Kyle Terwilliger	 Director of Children’s Ministry	 kyle@firstprestexas.org
Sandra Ybarra	 Preschool Director	 sandra@firstprestexas.org
Jeanne Chin	 Finance Manager	 jeanne@firstprestexas.org
Eric Gottmann	 Director of Social Media	 eric@firstprestexas.org
Cheryl Harris 	 Music Ministry Associate	 cheryl@firstprestexas.org
Kim Lewis	 Administrative Ministry Assistant	 kim@firstprestexas.org
Jane Leathem	 Finance Assistant	 jane@firstprestexas.org
Diane Chin	 Security Monitor	 diane@firstprestexas.org



FPCA’s First Annual  
Parable of the Talents Show

Please join us February 18, 2018 at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall to support our youth as they present 
to you “FPCA’s First Annual Parable of the Talents 
Show.” This will be a talent show where our youth 
will showcase their biblical knowledge and talents. 
Lunch will be provided. We look forward to seeing 
you there.

Annual Leaf Raking Party

The All-Church Work Day - Annual Leaf Raking 
Party (weather permitting) will be on 

Saturday, January 20 at 8:30 a.m. 

Refreshments will be served.

Bags will be provided. Please bring your own rake! 
Come join us in this fun time. 

Year-End Reminders
December 31st is upon us.  Please consider these important reminders. In order for contributions to be deductible for 
2017, they must be postmarked on or before December 31, 2017, if mailed. If your year-end contribution is given 
online, it needs to be completed by Friday, December 28th, since December 31st falls on a weekend. Contributions 
received on or before December 31st will be treated as 2017 gifts. Contributions received after that will be treated 
as 2018 gifts. Please contact us for further instructions if you wish to make non-cash gifts of stock. Gifts of this type 
should be planned well in advance to ensure that any transfer of assets will be completed by December 31.
We at First Presbyterian Church of Arlington know that every gift given to FPCA represents a step of faith and 
sacrifice.  Please know that we are sincerely thankful for you and your support of the ministries here at First 
Presbyterian Church of Arlington.

PLEASE HELP US FINISH THE YEAR WELL!

FPCA depends on special end-of-year gifts and 
giving from our friends and members, and the 
Lord seems always to provide.  Each year we budget 
to take in over twice a normal month’s income 
in December because of the historic pattern of 
amazing generosity of our congregation at this 
time of year.  Without this extra giving, we face 
a difficult finish to 2017, and we will need to 
dramatically revise our hopes for 2018.  Will you 
please consider a generous gift to the Lord’s work 
through FPCA before the end of the year?  May God 
bless you richly for your generosity!

Financial Peace University
What if you knew where all of your money was going each month? What if you had no house payment? What 
if your kid(s) college(s) were paid for? What if you could retire with peace? What if you could GIVE more than 
you’ve ever been able to give? What if you were debt-free, investing and making wise spending decisions? With 
Dave Ramsey’s class Financial Peace University, you CAN take control of your money and start planning for your 
future, regardless of where you are in life. If you’re interested in learning more about the class, contact Katina or 
James Gifford: 817-565-3835 or katinap84@aol.com. FPCA is offering it on Saturdays from 10-11:30 am, January 
13 to March 10, 2018. If you would like to go ahead and sign up, go to the following link or ask us to help you!  
Link: https://fpu.com/1051680
**Childcare will be available upon request. Classes will be held in the Parlor at FPCA. 

This Changed Everything
500 Years of the Reformation - Film Series

What: A 6-week documentary film class
When: 9:45 a.m. starting next Sunday, January 7, 14, 
21, 28 and February 4, 11
Where: Fellowship Hall
Each Week: 30 minutes of film, 30 minutes of 
questions and discussion.

Text Giving
FPCA’s Text Giving number is: 817-318-7013

Visit us at www.FirstPresTexas.org.

Time of Refreshments and Fellowship
There will be no Sunday School today. Adult classes may meet or not, as they wish. Instead, everyone is 
invited to share in a time of fellowship between the two worship services. Meet in the Fellowship Hall for light 
refreshments.  Thank you to the Fellowship team for providing refreshments during the Sunday school hour!


