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Carter Junior High and 

the Treasure Hidden in 

a Field 

“Let anyone with ears, listen!  The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” 

- Jesus the Messiah (Matthew 13:43b-44) 

Over two years ago, I had the privilege of meeting Reny 
Lizardo, principal of Carter Junior High, and I later asked 
him what he thought they most needed from the 
community and from our church, right next door to 
them. After giving it serious thought, Reny said, “We 
really need a PTA!” (a.k.a. Parent Teacher Association). 
A PTA could help the school with a myriad of needed 
repairs, projects, and enhancements for aspiring students. 
So, we set out to make it happen, and by the grace of 
God, it did. Adrian Rodriguez, Carroll Hulla, Allen and 
Carole Ray, Betsy McDermott, Sally Dysart, and several 
teachers and others from the community helped to make 
it happen. We immediately raised some money and 
started events that hadn't happened for years. We also 
urged the school district to construct a new 
football/soccer field for Carter. 

Last October, I was with a group of pastors in San Diego 
and told that story to them. They were fascinated, and 
wanted me to share it with their national gathering of the 
Fellowship Community, a group of Presbyterians 
committed to orthodox teaching and missional living. In 
February, a group of us from FPCA traveled to Atlanta, 
and I got to share our story about forming the PTA with 
more than 150 Presbyterians from all over the United 
States. Many people were excited to hear more, and to 
dream about how they might engage local schools in 
their respective communities. 

Jesus compared God's kingdom to a treasure hidden in a 
field that was worth a person selling everything he had to 
be able to buy that field and own that treasure. I believe 
that Carter is like that hidden treasure for FPCA. Many 
of my colleagues are jealous of the relationship we have 
with this school that needs and wants our help. Where 
else can we find such an amazing opportunity to change 
the lives of young people and their teachers for the 
better, and to have an impact for God's kingdom only 
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40 yards from our own church building? (I used to run the 40-yard dash in 6.9 seconds...now it takes 
me about 2.5 minutes to get over to Carter, and after my surgery, it will be about 10 minutes on my 
walker! :-)) 

After having five principals in less than four years, Carter Junior High needed help. Reny Lizardo 
became a remarkable stabilizing influence for Carter Junior High, and he stayed for four amazing 
years (2014 to 2018) before being promoted to be the principal for Bowie High School. By the grace 
of God, the Lord has sent another wonderful and amazing person to be Carter's new principal. 
Claudia Morales has now arrived, and she is a capable and energetic servant of the Lord, with a 
strong vision for making Carter into a leading school in the district. We have been richly blessed 
again, and we are grateful to God for Claudia Morales. 

Just in the past week, 1) we helped significantly with the Carter registration of students; 2) we served 
a welcome breakfast to the Carter teachers; 3) we prayed over the school: its students, teachers, and 
other staff, that the Lord would work miracles in its classrooms and hallways and offices; and 4) the 
PTA Board (with Allen and Carole Ray) has recently met to begin planning for a banner schoolyear. 
BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP AND YOUR PRAYERS. We need more people to be a part of the 
Carter PTA, and to volunteer for projects that need many hands at Carter. If you are willing to be a 
part, please call the church office (817-274-8286), or speak with Allen or Carole Ray or Pastor Rich 
McDermott. Join the excitement of seeing the Lord at work in the lives of young people right next 
door! How fast can you run the 40?! 

Blessings,  

Pastor Rich 
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Family on Mission Update 

With summer vacation over, our Pilot group is getting back into our rhythm as we work to wrap up 
this time of training. It’s exciting to see the Holy Spirit inspire our members to venture out into the 
mission field with a mission vision for a missional community. Some of these groups will focus on 
neighborhoods, relationships formed through programs like Financial Peace University, and 
retirement communities. I also continue to receive personal coaching from missional pioneer Alex 
Absalom.  

Soon we will bring stories and updates as these leaders leave the nest and spread their wings! 

Pastor Chris 

Mobile Food Pantry - South Arlington 

Volunteers are needed for the second Saturday of every month. 

You can sign up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080544a8a829a5f58-mobile to volunteer at 
the monthly mobile food pantry, in partnership with Tarrant Area Food Bank, Arlington Charities, 
and Arlington Urban Ministries. Questions? E-mail mobilefoodpantryatx@gmail.com. To sign up 
online, check the sign up box below the dates you're available and click on “submit” at the bottom 
of the page. Then fill in your name and email address to complete the signup. 

Location:  St. Andrew's United Methodist Church, 2045 Green Oaks Blvd, Arlington, TX 76018. 

Time for Choir! 

 

 Chancel Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. 

 Ring of Praise handbell ensemble starts rehearsals on Wednesday, September 5, at 6:15 p.m. 

 Agape Youth Choir will be inviting Carter Jr High choir students to the YouthCUE choir 
festival in February. 

 Children's Music Ministries resume on Sunday, September 9. We are meeting from 12:45 to 
1:45 p.m. with a lunch for the kids after the 11:00 service. Your child is eligible for Children's 
Music Ministries if they are 4 years old at the start of the school year (August 20). Contact 
Laura.Farnell@gmail.com for more information. 
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An Exciting Year for Adeline Anyambod 

After many long years of patience and diligence, Adeline Anyambod, a member of FPCA, became a 
U.S. citizen in April 2018. In August, she graduated from the accelerated nursing program at 
Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls. The previous year she earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Applied Art and Science from MSU. 

She has returned to Arlington with daughters Zora and Stella Marie to prepare for the nursing exam 
and continue her calling in a local hospital. 

New citizen Adeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 New nursing graduate Adeline (with daughters Zora and 

Stella Marie, and George and Nesha Morey) 

 

Youth Ministry 

 

Dear Friends! 

The 2018-2019 school year has kicked off, and we as youth ministry are off and running. As we go 
out and meet new students and continue ministering to our current youth, I thought it would be 
good to give you a brief insight on what our ministry is all about.  

With the said, I would like to introduce you to The Well (John 4:13-14) Student Ministries. We 
like to think of our ministry as a relational ministry modeled after Jesus Christ.  

Jesus was relational during his ministry with everyone he encountered, and we strive to do the same 
with our students. Our desire is to walk alongside students in a relational way, so that students feel 
the love of Christ. It is through these relationships that we feel students will come to know Christ, 
grow in their relationship with Him, and share Christ with their friends. We ultimately want students 
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to experience the living water that Christ offers, so that Christ will live in their hearts and they will 
receive eternal life. 

Our ministry provides a number of activities throughout the week where students can come for 
fellowship, worship, and to learn the word of God. We would love for you to be a part of our 
ministry, so please feel free to join us as we love on students and help them grow in their faith. 

Sunday Mornings 

Youth Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  Small group Bible study in the Cross Cafe for students in seventh 
through twelfth grades. 

Mid-Week Opportunities 

The Well (starts September 20):  A time together for food, fun, games, and fellowship. The Well 
meets every Thursday except for the second Thursday of every month from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Here is a schedule breakdown for the evening: 

 Food and Games – 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

 Music – 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

 Small Group Bible Study – 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Fall 2017 Events 

 October 6 – Paintball 

 November 17 – Movie night 

 December 8 – Christmas party 

Please feel free to come out to any of our weekly activities; we look forward to seeing you there!  

Blessings, 

Adrian Rodriguez 
Director of Youth Ministry 

Children’s Ministry 

September will be a month of transitions in children's ministry. On September 2, children will 
move to the Sunday school class that goes with the grade he/she is in this school year. This will 
make the most difference for first and second grade students. Starting on September 2, these 
students will begin Sunday school in Room 218 and then go to Room 211 for small group time.  

We will begin September using our regular curriculum for all the Sunday school classes and KFC. 
On September 16, we will start The Story while giving a brief overview of our regular curriculum. 

Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School 

This month’s Colorific theme is going to help us teach preschoolers that God keeps His promises. 
We’ve all experienced a broken promise or two and our preschoolers won’t have to wait long to 
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experience one too. We want them 
to grow up knowing that God 
always keeps His promises. No 
matter how long we have to wait, 
God will come through. 

Colors are a huge part of a 
preschooler’s world, and as we 
explore the colors of the rainbow, 
we will teach preschoolers that God 
loves them, and that He always 
keeps His promises. This is such an 
important part of the foundation we 
want to build for preschoolers as 
they grow to believe that God made 
them, God loves them, and Jesus 
wants to be their friend forever. 
 

 

Elementary Sunday School and KFC 

GOD VIEW: THE CONNECTION 
BETWEEN INITIATIVE AND GOD’S 
CHARACTER, AS SHOWN 
THROUGH GOD’S BIG STORY 

When God saw our sin, He took initiative. 
He sent Jesus to make things right. When 
we see a need and choose to do something 
about it, people can see the reality of 
God’s love for them.  

All month long, we’ll be taking a closer 
look at one of the best examples of 
someone who showed initiative even when 
he didn’t have to. 

Save the Date 

September 2 First and second grade students begin Sunday school in Room 218 and then go to 
Room 211 for small group. 

September 7 Kids Night Out from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

September 9 Luncheon for families with children in sixth grade or younger in the Fellowship Hall 
after the 11:00 service 

September 16 Children's Ministry volunteers’ appreciation luncheon and training in the Parlor after 
the 11:00 service 

September 21 Kids Night Out from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
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Box Tops for Education 

Thank you so much to everyone who collected Box 
Tops for Education during the 2017-2018 school year! In 
the past 12 months, we collected about 900 Box Tops 
for a total of $90 for Blanton Elementary and Carter 
Junior High. 

A new school year means another year of opportunity to 
support our church's neighborhood schools. Please look for and collect these labels, which can be 
found on the tops and sides of various General Mills packages. Each label is worth 10-cents for K 
through 8 schools. You can turn them into the orange “Box Tops” shoeboxes located in the church 
office and also in the Fellowship Hall entrance hallway. 

A few tips for collecting: 

 Please check the expiration date since the program does not accept Box Tops that have 
expired. 

 If you have time to trim the Box Tops label before turning it in, that makes them easier to 
sort and process. 

Feel free to e-mail Laura.Farnell@gmail.com if you have any questions. Thank you for taking the 
time to help benefit our local schools! 

H.O.P.E. Tutoring and North Texas Giving 

Day 

We want to encourage everyone to donate and volunteer! To 
do so, go online to www.hopetutoring.com and select the 
NTxGD graphic link to complete either Option 1 or 2: 

Option 1 - After September 10 and before midnight 
September 20, select the donation or volunteer page. 

Option 2 - After September 1 and before September 14, 
create a personal fundraising effort to be shared on social 
media. You can do this by clicking on Create Fundraising 
Page. This is peer-to-peer or social fundraising, allowing 
your friends to help you reach the goal you set. 

Contact Bob Dawson for template/sample information to 
include in creating a FUNdraising page. Another approach to 
spread the word is to allow yourself to be tagged or share a 
post. Let Bob know if you want to share a post. 

Graphic link looks like 
this on the H.O.P.E. 
website. 
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July Finance Update 

Budget 

Income: $   84,161 

Expense: $   95,346 

Income - Expense for month:   $ (11,185) 

Income - Expense for 2018 Year to Date: $ (51,400) 

Comments: 

Total Income - Under budget for the month by ($4,886) and under for the year by ($22,755) 

Donors - Under budget for the month by ($44,477) and under for the year by ($56,998) 

Temporarily Restricted Funds Used - $14,546 

Total Expenses - Over budget for the month by $13,380 and over for the year by $19,811. 

July Update from Michelle Craig 

Greetings Family and Friends!  

Have you ever driven down the highway, window rolled down, half your arm outside, your hand 
riding the air waves? Do you feel a little bit more alive in that moment? I do! And a similar scenario, 
arm outside enjoying the breeze … from a small airplane a few thousand feet in the air is even 
better!  

At the beginning of July, a friend, Ella, and I made a brief trip to 
Texas for some flight training. The trip culminated in a 600+ mile, 
2-day cross-country flight from Dallas to Plainview and back!  
I have been training for my Commercial Pilot’s certificate for 
2 months, and one of the final requirements I needed was a long 
cross-country flight. It was so fun to do this flight in my little 
airplane, Grace the Taylorcraft! It is an antique aircraft with no 
radios, no electrical equipment (including no starter … so that’s 
right, yours truly has to swing the propeller through to start the 
engine!), and even no windows (which was just fine for a hot and bumpy July flight in Texas!). We 
made new aviation friends, saw my brother, followed roads, at times out-paced by the cars below us, 
and enjoyed west Texas from above—it was a great adventure!  

The last requirement for commercial training was to take the written exam, which I passed 2 weeks 
ago. My final flight exam is scheduled for July 28, barely 2 months since getting through Instrument 
training! It has been a wild 2 months of training and I am so grateful for the Lord’s provision of a 
training partner, Melody, through this phase. 

Even as I fight off exam anxieties and nerves, I am reminded of so many ways God has been faithful 
to bring me through every single step that has brought me to this moment. Starting as a little girl 
looking up to the sky and wanting to fly, God has since refined that dream into a work for His 
Kingdom purposes. And because God is faithful, I can trust Him to bring me through the next step, 
and the next, and the next…. 

Grateful for your prayers and to be in His Grace!  Michelle Craig 
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August Update from the Shidelers 

 

MILESTONES 

What is the most recent milestone you celebrated? A special birthday? A promotion? We want to 
share an upcoming milestone with you so that you can celebrate with us! In August, the Keliko 
people of South Sudan are receiving God’s Word in their language. This great milestone for them 
also happens to be a significant milestone for SIL International,* Wycliffe Bible Translators, and 
other key partners. The Keliko New Testament marks 1,000 New Testament translations completed 
with involvement from these organizations. But best of all, it means Keliko people can hear and read 
God’s message of love in their own language. 

* Wycliffe USA and SIL International are partner organizations and work together to increase 
Scripture access in the languages that best speak to the heart. We were assigned to SIL during our 
years in Cameroon (1993-2007). 

This month we’re praising God for… 

 A good month serving Wycliffe members. Marla has several members who have returned to 
the United States on furlough (or “home assignment”). She’s had face-to-face meetings with 
several and has met with others via Skype. Praise God for good communication; thank you 
for praying! 

 The positive feedback we each received in our annual performance appraisals. Brett’s 
particular strength? His ability to build bridges between different teams to strengthen the 
services to Wycliffe USA members who serve around the world. 

 For the good progress we’ve made on house renovations. We’ve ended up having to do far 
more than we’d hoped or expected. We are grateful for ongoing strength…although we’ve 
noticed we tire more easily than we did 20 years ago! 

 For Kevin and Erin who, with their sweet munchkins, have been down multiple times over 
the past six weeks to help with house reno. We are blessed! 
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This Month 

 Bible Studies 

Men’s Bible Study 

The Men’s Bible Study group meets 
every Wednesday morning at 
8:00 a.m. in the parlor. Men of all 
ages meet and enjoy great fellowship 
and a prayer session. All men are 
invited to join this study. 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Monday Night Bible 
will meet on Monday, 
September 17, in the parlor. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Men and women of all ages are 
invited to meet in the Bride’s Room 
every Tuesday morning at 
10:00 a.m. 

Music Ministries  

Chancel Choir 

This is the primary worship 
leadership ensemble for the 
11:00 service. The choir also sings 
for special services around 
Christmas and Holy Week. It is 
more than just a great choir, it is a 
caring fellowship. Rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
Nursery care is provided during rehearsals. 

Ring of Praise Handbell 
Ensemble 

This intergenerational handbell 
group rehearses Wednesday 
evenings from 6:15 until 7:15 p.m. 
If you are interested in ringing, 
please contact Russell Farnell 
(fpcamusic@yahoo.com or 
817-274-8286). 

Agape (Youth) Choir 

During the school year, this group 
of youth in grades 6 to 12 meets on 
Sunday, 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., in the 
choir room. 

Children’s Music Ministries 

The children’s choirs meet from 
12:45 to 1:45 p.m. on Sundays 
during the school year. Children 
ages 4 (when school starts) through 
grade 5 participate in activities 
including music/singing and 
bells/chimes, instruments, and 
listening activities. There are two 
sections, divided by age, and both 
participate in the 11:00 worship 
service twice per year, usually in 
December and April. 

 Church Leadership  

Deacon Meeting 

Thursday, September 6, at 
6:00 p.m., the Diaconate meets in 
the parlor to oversee the 
Congregational Care, Hospitality, 
and Fellowship ministries. 

Team Meeting Night 

Thursday, September 13, at 
6:45 p.m., all teams meet for 
worship in the chapel with 
subsequent gathering into respective 
teams for ministry planning and 
coordination.  

Session Meeting 

Thursday, September 27, at 
7:00 p.m., the Session meets in the 
parlor to oversee the ministry of the 
church. The work of the Diaconate, 
church administration, and all 
Discipleship, Worship, Facility 
Management, and Mission and 
Evangelism ministries will be 
discussed. 

Discipleship  

Library Team 

The library team works the first 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Anyone interested 
is welcome. No particular skill is 
required, the work is easy, and we 
always have a good time as we 
process books to be added to our 
inventory. If you would like to be 
involved in library work but cannot 
come at that evening time, please 
contact Sandy Thomlinson and 
special daytime work sessions can 
be arranged. 

 Fellowship 

Happy Quilters 

This group meets Wednesdays at 
10:00 a.m. to quilt, sew, knit, 
crochet, embroider, and just enjoy 
being together. Bring your project 
and join in! 

Saints Alive! 

Church seniors will meet for a 
potluck lunch on Thursday, 
September 20, at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring a casserole, 
salad, or dessert and enjoy a fun and 
interesting afternoon. 

Contact Bev Koch (817-261-3202) 
for details. 
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Deadline for the October issue of The News is September 15! 

Prayer Ministry 

Prayers for those with health and other concerns: Esther Albright, Richard Ankele, Elaine Bahn, 
Jack Box, Shirley Bragg, James (Andrew) Bridges, Kevin Chin, Frank Coburn, Edna Collins, Lee 
Carol Copeland, Tommy and Kathryn Copeland and family, Michael Deardorff, Laura and Moses 
Duffney, Neal Estes, Don Farrell, Tom and Bobbie Fowler, Joe and Lila Glenn, Jack Gray, Andrew 
Hydock, Tim Karnes, Pat May, Allen Miller, J. Fred Miller, Barbara Mooers, Ruth Moore, Cosme 
Pacot, J.D. Paulk, John Pittman, Nita Price, Jim L. Quick, Marcia Rober, Aileigh Rodriguez, Kyle 
Terwilliger, Donna Vickers, Karl Winter, and Mary Jane Wright. 

Prayers for our family serving in the armed forces: Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Austin Curran, 
James Dailey, Eric Dill, Jeff Grimes, Nathan Haerer, Damien King, Mike Manci, Amie Murtha, Jack 
Murtha, Stephen O’Neil Sosa, Colin Peden, Jason Polk, Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Christopher 
Young, and Robbie Wallace. 

Pray for our homebound members.  

Pray for those who do not know Christ! 

Please contact Pastor Rich McDermott at the church office at 817-274-8286. For questions about 
specific concerns listed above, please contact Juanice Young at juanicey@gmail.com or 
817-794-5626. 


