
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,  

it does not boast, it is not proud.  

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, 

it keeps no record of wrongs. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4–8a. 
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What can Christians What can Christians What can Christians What can Christians 

learn about ourselves learn about ourselves learn about ourselves learn about ourselves 

from the exile of the from the exile of the from the exile of the from the exile of the 

people of Israel and people of Israel and people of Israel and people of Israel and 

Judah to Babylon (That Judah to Babylon (That Judah to Babylon (That Judah to Babylon (That 

we find in “The Story”)?we find in “The Story”)?we find in “The Story”)?we find in “The Story”)?    

For decades and even centuries, the story of the 
United States has been compared to the deliverance of 
the Hebrew people from Egypt, and their eventual arrival 
in the "promised land," the land promised to their 
ancestor Abraham. This theme has been assumed, 
preached about, digested, incorporated, and lived by 
Christians for many years and reflected on from many 
pulpits. In many ways it is justified: the U.S. has become, 
by almost any economic standard, "the land flowing with 
milk and honey," as Canaan was viewed in the Old 
Testament. The economic opportunity in our country, 
both historically and currently, is second to none in the 
world. While we must frankly admit that those 
opportunities remain limited for some communities of 
people, nevertheless, millions of people of every race, 
color, creed and background continue to flock to this 
country because of the chance to improve their lives. 

For the first 190 years of this republic, a strong 
influence of the Christian faith held many things together 
in this country. That included families, marriages, 
neighborhoods, churches, the culture and the 
government at all levels, where a basic understanding of 
the rule of law, the Ten Commandments, the Sermon on 
the Mount and the authority of Scripture held sway with 
many devout people. Religious faith was seen as 
something which should be encouraged and supported 
by schools, businesses, government, and media without 
any danger of the "establishment" of a particular religion. 
There was a general recognition of the benefits of the 
positive effects of a life of religious faith, whether that 
faith was Jewish, Christian, Muslim or Hindu, with the 
Christian faith having the most influence. 

In my view, that influence of religious faith, and 
of Christian faith in particular, began to change in the 
1960's, and has been in decline ever since.  We now live 
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in a time where the Christian faith, and all religious faith, is often publicly mocked by secular 
humanist detractors everywhere. It is not taught in public schools. Even Christian universities seem 
to have abandoned the task of making disciples of Jesus, settling for teaching ethics that are totally 
divorced from faith. The "shaming" of Christians who live by their faith has become both political 
strategy and public policy. Is it any wonder that genuine freedom of speech and authentic public 
discourse about the issues of our day are becoming virtually non-existent? 

Hence, we Christians are now entering the period of our enforced exile from public 
discussion, public policy, and public life. Just as the people of Israel and Judah were shipped off to 
Babylon, so now Christians are being marginalized in a country that seems to want to ship us off and 
dismiss us as relics of a bygone age. But we should not go quietly into the night. We must continue 
to out-think, out-reason, out-listen, and especially, out-love our detractors. This is what happened in 
the fourth century when an opponent of the faith, Emperor Julian the Apostate, chastised his pagan 
priests for not keeping up with the Christians whom he calls "the impious Galileans." He said, "The 
impious Galileans support not only their poor, but ours as well, everyone can see that our people 
lack aid from us." We must heed the word of the Lord given through Jeremiah prophetically writing 
to those in exile in Babylon: "Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare" (Jer. 29:7). Indeed, we must 
faithfully do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God (Mic.6:8). And let us not grow 
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up (Gal. 6:9). 

 
Amen. 
Pastor Rich 
 

The Importance of a Welcoming Office!The Importance of a Welcoming Office!The Importance of a Welcoming Office!The Importance of a Welcoming Office!    

 

Questions FPCA church members might ask— 

Who answers the phone when I call the church office? 

Who is the first person a visitor to our church office might see? 

Could I possibly volunteer to be that person?  

Call or e-mail Lona Watkins for answers!! 

817-460-1372; wboblo@aol.com 
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Aging Well ExpoAging Well ExpoAging Well ExpoAging Well Expo    

Registration is open for this Award-Winning Event! There's something for everyone at 
the Aging Well Expo. The city of Arlington invites adults over 21 to come. Please read the details 
below and invite your adult church community. 

 

When: Thursday, February 21, 2019 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm – come and go. 

Where: Esports Stadium Arlington & Expo Center  (formerly Arlington Convention Center)  1200 
Ballpark Way, 76011. 

What: Over 100 Health & Wellness Vendors, Fitness Demonstrations, Education Presentations, 
Information on Volunteerism in Arlington, Arlington Housing Resources, Health Screenings & 
More! 

How Much? The event is FREE for adults over 21. Free Parking and Shuttle to the front 
door. 

REGISTER by February 7 for a free lunch. 

Ways to register: 

1. Register together with attached Group Registration Form then fax, mail, or hand deliver to 
Eunice. 

2. Complete the attached AWE Attendee Registration Form then fax, mail, or hand deliver to 
Eunice. 

3. Go online to www.arlingtontx.gov/agingwell to register individually online. 
4. Give us a call at 817-277-8091 or 817-561-2819. 

RSVP Here 

Contact Susie Traylor for group transportation information at Susie.Traylor@arlingtontx.gov 

Contact Kelly Geer for information on being a sponsor at Kelly.Geer@arlingtontx.gov 

 

Annual FPCA Annual FPCA Annual FPCA Annual FPCA Women`s RetreatWomen`s RetreatWomen`s RetreatWomen`s Retreat    

Save the Date - March 29-31, 2019 at Hilton Garden Inn Granbury 

Ginger Hertenstein, pastor at First Presbyterian Duncanville, will explore  

Diving Deeper – enriching your life through hearing God’s voice. 

Registration will begin February 10. Make your plans now! 
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The The The The Gifts of Hope Gifts of Hope Gifts of Hope Gifts of Hope 2018 program was a 2018 program was a 2018 program was a 2018 program was a 

great successgreat successgreat successgreat success    

Gifts of Hope 2018 were a great success! The following gifts were given this Christmas 
through this program: 40 medical kits, 15 ducks, 10 chickens, 13 fruit trees, 10 soccer balls, 9 
blankets for rescued slaves, 9 care kits for child victims, 8 care kits for persecuted Christians, 19 
Bibles for believers in captive nations, food for 24 Arlington families for a week, 6 sets of winter 
items for the local homeless, 15 paperback books & 4 reams of paper for HOPE tutoring, toiletries 
for a month for 7 children in foster care, and 5 school backpacks for students in need. 

Donations will be given to World Vision, International Justice Mission, Voice of the 
Martyrs, Arlington Charities, HOPE tutoring, and Presbyterian Children's Home and Services 
totaling around $1750! Thanks so much to everyone who helped and contributed! 

Presbyterian Presbyterian Presbyterian Presbyterian Children’sChildren’sChildren’sChildren’s    HomeHomeHomeHomessss    (PCHAS) (PCHAS) (PCHAS) (PCHAS) 

updateupdateupdateupdate    

 

In addition to designated and loose offerings collected 
Christmas Eve, members of FPCA contributed about $7500 
to Presbyterian Children's Homes and Services (PCHAS) after 
December 1. This will enable PCHAS continue to provide 
Christ-centered care and support to children and families in 
need. They provide these services regardless of race, gender, 
national origin, financial resources or religion. PCHAS's six 
core programs offer a continuum of care. These programs 
include Foster Care, Adoption and Maternity Services, Single 
Parent Family, Family Services, Group Homes and Education, 
and Transitional Living. 

 

 

Children’s MinistryChildren’s MinistryChildren’s MinistryChildren’s Ministry    

Children's Ministry Dates to Remember 

Save the Date 

February 1 Kids Night Out from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

February 3 Luncheon for families with children in 6th grade and younger 

February 15 Kids Night Out from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

June 10-14 Vacation Bible School from 9:00 am to Noon. 
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Activities designed around 5 Family values 
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Youth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth MinistryYouth Ministry    

Taking Pride In Who God Made Them To Be 

Last month we focused on opening the lines of communication with your teen. This month 
our focus is on valuing our teens in order to teach them how to take pride in who they are and what 
they can accomplish. Your teenager lives in a “today” world and doesn’t much think about the 
“tomorrow” world unless you are talking about senior prom or college. And those are just vague 
ideas that have rainbows and lollipops dancing all around them! 

Our teens need to learn that so many of the decisions, efforts, and choices that they are 
making right now will directly affect their future. But if they don’t value who they are or take pride 
in what they do right now, how can we expect them to understand the importance of some far off 
distant future? 

Does it seem like your teenager just doesn’t care about their grades or their attitude or even 
your opinion? 

How can help your teenager value themselves? 

One way you can do that is to take some time to remind them where our ultimate value 
comes from. 

As believers, our identity comes from who we are in Christ. I want to share with you a 
reading I saw on Manhood/Womanhood Rite of Passage for 12th graders. It was written by Dr. Ed 
Laymance and it is full of biblical truth that reminds us as believers we are a “Child of the King” 

Because of who Jesus Christ is, and because He is my Savior and my Lord: 

I am a child of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, seated with Christ in the heavenly 
realm. I am chosen, accepted, and included – a citizen of heaven and a member of God’s household. 

I am loved by God unconditionally and without reservation. 

I belong to Him, having been bought by Him with the precious blood of Jesus. I have 
eternal life and will be saved from all of God’s wrath to come – guaranteed! 

I am a Christian. I am not just different in what I do. 

My identity has changed. Who I am has changed. Everything has become brand new. 

I am a dwelling place in which God lives by His Spirit. 

I have access to Him anytime, anywhere, for any reason. 

I am God’s creation – His workmanship. I was created by Him and for Him, so who I am 
and what I do matters. 

I am spiritually alive. I have been set free from the fear of death and have been given life to 
live and enjoy to the full. 

I am forgiven – completely, totally, and absolutely. 

I have been rescued from the dominion of darkness and brought into the Kingdom of light 
– the Kingdom of the Son. 
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I have been set free from the penalty of sin and the power of sin. 

I am an enemy of Satan and at war with spiritual forces of evil, but greater is He that is in me 
than he that is in the world. 

If God is for me, it doesn’t matter who or what stands against me, because nothing and no 
one can separate me from the love of Christ – not hurt, pain, loss, problem, or brokenness; not 
persecution, trouble, difficulty, or danger; not abandonment, abuse, addictions, or appetites; not 
desires, food, sexuality, or relationships; not life or death, angels or demons; not my past, the 
present, or the future; no power, no person, no place, not anything in all creation; not even Satan 
himself shall prevail. 

I am in the hands of Jesus, in the hands of God, and nothing and no one can snatch me out 
of God’s hands. 

I will fear no evil because God is with me, and He has promised to never leave me nor 
forsake me. 

God’s presence is with me everywhere I go – to the heights of heaven, through the valley of 
the shadow, to the ends of the earth – forever and always. 

I am a child of the King and choose this day to live as one. 

Walking this journey with you! 

Blessings, 

Adrian Rodriguez 

 

 

Important Upcoming Youth Ministry Dates 

Winter/Spring 2019 Events: 

• Super Bowl Party - February 3 

• There 4 Conference (Girl Students Only) - February 15 & 16 

• Love Invasion (Local Mission Trip for High School Students) - March 11-14 

• Senior Sunday - May 19 

Summer 2019 Events: 

• The Great Escape (Jr. High Camp/Conference Trip for Jr. High Students) - June 22-29 
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MusicMusicMusicMusic    MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry    

The FPCA music ministry has invited singers from Carter Junior High to sing at this year’s 
YouthCUE Festival of Youth Choirs at Baylor University, February 22-24.  

 

 

 

 

One of the stated goals of the YouthCUE organization is, “providing church for students in 
the present tense.” Goal resonated with me as I asked the 7th and 8th grade choir students at Carter 
if they were interested in singing with a group of 300 other junior high and high school students 
from across Texas and surrounding states. 

The idea here is that First Presbyterian Church is supporting these young singers in doing 
something that will change their life by planting seeds of faith, and give them an opportunity to 
broaden their perspectives of music. 

I am reminded of a student’s reaction last year as I was introducing the idea of what it is like 
to sing in a 300-member chorus to a class of 7th and 8th grade boys. I played a video of the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir singing one of the pieces that they will be singing at the YouthCUE 
festival. One of the boys reacted to the impressive wall of sound produced by a full orchestra and 
large chorus. “We will NEVER sound like that!” My response to him was quick: “I want you to 
come and see what it’s like to be a part of something like this. I want to prove you wrong.”  

What I couldn’t say in a public school classroom setting was, “I want you to feel the love of 
Jesus through singing words of scripture. I want you to be touched by the hand of Christ as you 
meet Christians who have gathered to praise the name of the Lord in song. I want you to be 
transformed.” 

Ministry through music is God’s calling in my life, so I am excited (and a little scared) to be 
able to reach out to our neighbors and invite them to participate in this adventure. Our church is 
covering registration, hotel, and meals for the students, and the response has been surprising. If you 
would like to help support this ministry effort, donations to the Music Fund would be appreciated. 

The concert begins at 3 pm on Sunday, February 25, at the McCrary Music building on the 
Baylor campus in Waco, and it will be streamed online. 

If you have other questions, please contact Russell Farnell at russell@firstprestexas.org. 

 

Reminder: Flower CalendarsReminder: Flower CalendarsReminder: Flower CalendarsReminder: Flower Calendars    

 The Flower Calendars are located in the Narthex outside of the Sanctuary and in the hallway 
outside the Chapel. Please feel free to sign up for a designated date. 
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DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    Finance UpdateFinance UpdateFinance UpdateFinance Update    

Budget 

Income including funds released:  $ 143,949 

Expense:     $ 110,293 

 

Income - Expense for month:       $   33,656 

Income - Expense for 2018 Year to Date:       $   14,785 

 

Comments: 

Total Income and Funds Released is over budget for the month by $54,802 and over budget for the 
year by $63,431. 

Donors - Over budget for the month by $49,079 and over budget for the year by $19,562. 

Total Expenses – Over budget for the month by $21,893 and over for the year by $48,646. 

 

Seen Around the ChurchSeen Around the ChurchSeen Around the ChurchSeen Around the Church    

Elders and Deacons Ordination 
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This MonthThis MonthThis MonthThis Month    

 Bible Studies 
Men’s Bible Study 

The Men’s Bible Study group meets 
every Wednesday morning at 8:00 
a.m. in the parlor. Men of all ages 
meet and enjoy great fellowship and 
a prayer session. All men are invited 
to join this study. 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Monday Night Bible 
will meet on Monday, February 18, 
at 6 p.m. in the parlor. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Men and women of all ages are 
invited to meet in the Bride’s Room 
every Tuesday morning at 10:00 
a.m. 

Music Ministries  
Chancel Choir 

This is the primary worship 
leadership ensemble for the 11:00 
service. The choir also sings for 
special services around Christmas 
and Holy Week. It is more than just 
a great choir, it is a caring 
fellowship. Rehearsals are on 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
Nursery care is provided during rehearsals. 

Ring of Praise Handbell 
Ensemble 

This intergenerational handbell 
group rehearses Wednesday 
evenings from 6:15 until 7:15 p.m. 
If you are interested in ringing, 
please contact Russell Farnell 
(fpcamusic@yahoo.com or 
817-274-8286). 

Agape (Youth) Choir 

During the school year, this group 
of youth in grades 6 to 12 meets on 
Sunday, 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., in the 
choir room. 

Children’s Music Ministries 

The children’s choirs meet from 
12:45 to 1:45 p.m. on Sundays 
during the school year. Children 
ages 4 (when school starts) through 
grade 5 participate in activities 
including music/singing and 
bells/chimes, instruments, and 
listening activities. There are two 
sections, divided by age, and both 
participate in the 11:00 worship 
service twice per year, usually in 
December and April. 

 Church Leadership  

Deacon Meeting 

Thursday, March 7, at 6:30 p.m., the 
Diaconate meets in the parlor to 
oversee the Congregational Care, 
Facilities, Hospitality, and 
Fellowship ministries. 

Team Meeting Night 

Thursday, February 7, at 6:45 p.m., 
all teams meet for worship in the 
chapel with subsequent gathering 
into respective teams for ministry 
planning and coordination. 

Session Meeting 

Thursday, February 28, at 7:00 p.m., 
the Session meets in the parlor to 
oversee the ministry of the church. 
The work of the Diaconate, church 
administration, and all Discipleship, 
Worship, Facility Management, and 
Mission and Evangelism ministries 
will be discussed. 

Discipleship  
Library Team 

The library team works the first 
Wednesday of each month, from 
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Anyone interested 
is welcome. No particular skill is 
required, the work is easy, and we 
always have a good time as we    
process books to be added to our 
inventory. If you would like to be 
involved in library work but cannot 
come at that evening time, please 
contact Sandy Thomlinson and 
special daytime work sessions can 
be arranged. 

 Fellowship 

Happy Quilters 

This group meets Wednesdays at 
10:00 a.m. to quilt, sew, knit, 
crochet, embroider, and just enjoy 
being together. Bring your project 
and join in! 

Saints Alive! 

Church seniors will meet for a 
potluck lunch on Thursday, 
February 21, at 11:30 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. Bring a casserole, 
salad, or dessert and enjoy a fun and 
interesting afternoon. 

Contact Bev Koch (817-261-3202) 
for details. 
 



 

First Presbyterian Church 
1200 S. Collins Street 
Arlington, TX 76010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the January issue of The News is December 15! 

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer    MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry    

Prayers for those with health and other concerns: Esther Albright, Richard Ankele, Elaine Bahn, 
Jack Bos, Shirley Bragg, James (Andrew) Bridges, Vannah Caylor, Kevin Chin, Frank Coburn, Edna 
Collins, Lee Carol Copeland, Mike Copeland, Michael Deardorff, Laura, Moses and Abe Duffney, 
Neal Estes, Don Farrell, Bobbie Fowler, Tom Fowler, Joe and Lila Glenn, Jack Gray, Phil Haven, 
Andrew Hydock, Bob Johnson, Tim Karnes, Pat May, J. Fred Miller, Allen Miller, Barbara Mooers, 
Ruth Moore, Cosme Pacot, J.D. Paulk, Sue Perry, John Pittman, Nita Price, Jim L. and Jo Ann 
Quick, Sarah Rabb, Joanna Rabourn, Joan and Homer Reynolds, Al Smithson, Kyle Terwilliger, 
Donna Vickers, Nancy Welborne, Richard Whitenight, Jake Winkler, Karl Winter, Mary Jane 
Wright, Bob Zakrzewski 

Prayers for our family serving in the armed forces: Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Austin Curran, 
James Dailey, Eric Dill, Jeff Grimes, Nathan Haerer, Damien King, Mike Manci, Amie Murtha, Jack 
Murtha, Stephen O’Neil Sosa, Colin Peden, Jason Polk, Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Peyton 
Steeno, Christopher Young, Robbie Wallace. 

Pray for our homebound members. 

Pray for those who do not know Christ! 

Please contact Pastor Rich McDermott at the church office at 817-274-8286. For questions about 
specific concerns listed above, please contact Marge Dawson at mdawsonarltx@att.net or 
817-980-6825. 


