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Luke 24:6-7 (NIV)

The News

He is not here: he has risen! Remember
how he told you, while he was still with
you in Galilee:
“The Son of Man must be delivered
over to the hands of sinners, be
crucified and on the third day be raised
again.”
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His Steadfast Love
Endures Forever
Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his
steadfast love (hesed) endures forever. – Psalm 106:1
One of the most profound and important words
in the entire Bible is the Hebrew word, hesed, which is
found 145 times in the Old Testament. It is a word that
is notoriously difficult to translate into English. The
NRSV translates it in Psalm 106 as “his steadfast love
endures forever.” I like that one. Other translations use
“his lovingkindness is everlasting” (NASB), “God’s love
never fails” (CEV), “His mercy endureth forever” (KJV),
“His love never quits” (The Message), “his love is eternal”
(GNT), God’s faithful love lasts forever (CEB).
The word hesed refers to the faithfulness or loyal
love that binds two parties together in covenant
relationship, and the Lord shows this faithfulness to
Israel, even while Israel does not show that faithfulness
in return. The book of the prophet Hosea is an
illustration of how Israel’s unfaithfulness is contrasted
with the Lord’s faithfulness, and Hosea is called by God
to take a harlot as his wife in order to demonstrate for
Israel what steadfast love for an unfaithful bride looks
like.
Old Testament scholar, the late Bernhard W.
Anderson explains. “When a stronger person shows
hesed for someone who is in a weaker position, the
motive does not arise from external legal obligation, but
from an inner loyalty or ‘grace’ intrinsic to the
relationship itself. So when we are told that the Lord
‘abounds in hesed and faithfulness’ (Exodus 34:6), the
meaning is that the Lord, the Sovereign, displays
constancy in his dealings with his people, not because he
is bound by a law external to himself, but by virtue of his
free will, his grace. The relationship is not characterized
by caprice but by the quality of constancy, steadfastness,
trustworthiness. Hosea, however, applies the word to
Israel’s relationship to the Lord, suggesting that the
people should display a constancy corresponding to the
Lord’s covenant loyalty. But in the prophet’s vivid
[imagination] Israel’s hesed was like a transient morning
cloud, or like the dew that evaporates quickly (Hos. 6:4).
Hence the Lord scorned [the Israelites’ insincere] forms
of worship: ‘For I desire steadfast love [hesed] and not
sacrifice, the knowledge of God, rather than burnt

offerings’ (Hos. 6:6)…. Jesus twice asked his hearers to go and reread Hosea 6:6 when he was
accused of breaking the formal rules of orthodoxy (cf. Matt. 9:13 and 12:7).”
This idea of steadfast love, or hesed, is the foundation of the early Christian marriage vows,
which are made before God and witnesses, where a man and a woman promise to be loving and
faithful spouses in all circumstances (plenty/want, joy/sorrow, and sickness/health) as long as they
both shall live. The emphasis is on steadfastness and constancy, not feelings and emotion. This
marriage vow, like Israel’s covenant loyalty to the Lord, requires dependence on God, and a vital and
living relationship with the Lord, in order to fulfill its intent. Both a recovery of hesed (steadfast love)
and of the vital relationship with God that it requires could go a long way toward healing and
improving our hurting marriage culture today.
FPCA continues to teach this kind of steadfast love to our members and their children, so
we can not only learn to love our parents, our spouses, our children, our relatives, our friends, our
church and our neighbors in need with this covenant loyalty, but also so we can learn to love the
Lord our God with steadfastness, and remain in a constant and faithful relationship with Jesus our
Savior. How well are you growing in your steadfast love for God and those around you? Your
church is a wonderful community that is here to help. What is that worth to you?
Pastor Rich McDermott

Genuine Hospitality
Hospitality: Church Visitors or
Guests – There is a difference
With Easter coming soon, we need to be prepared for the people and families God will send
our way. They may arrive on Easter Sunday or at an event like our Spring Festival. We need to pray
that God will send them and we need to remember a few important tips when it comes to offering
genuine hospitality.
The first tip may seem subtle but it leads to a gigantic paradigm shift. The people God is
sending are not visitors. True, they may be visiting our church, but they are our guests. I like to
compare this to our personal home. When someone randomly knocks on my door selling
something, they show up unexpected. I am generally not pleased to get up and interrupt whatever I
am doing to hear their pitch before sending them to the next door. I try to do it politely but it’s
probably not my best moment when it comes to hospitality. That is because they were unexpected. I
was not prepared for them. And honestly, I did not want them to cross the threshold and come sit
on my couch.
Compare this to my parents when they come to visit. Ordinarily I am expecting their arrival.
I go to the visitor room in our house and make sure it is picked up. Wait. Did you catch that? Do
any of you have a visitor room in your house? I don’t. We have a guest room. It is a space prepared
for someone I am expecting and I want to stay. It may create some interruptions to my usual
routines, but that is okay.
So start to think of our church as a house. We welcome and encourage our guests to come
in. We show them around to where important places are: restrooms, the nursery, Sunday school
rooms, and so on. We serve them because God has sent them to our care.
Thom Rainer wrote an article called “Top 10 Ways Churches Drive Away First-Time
Guests.” I will not share all ten but here are a few important ones:
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- #2. Unfriendly church members. This response was anticipated. But the surprise was the
number of respondents who included non-genuine friendliness in their answers. In other words, the
guests perceived some of the church members were faking it.
-#3. Unsafe and unclean children’s area. This response generated the greatest emotional
reactions. If your church does not give a high priority to children, don’t expect young families to
attend.
-#4. No place to get information. If your church does not have a clear and obvious place
to get information, you probably have lowered the chances of a return visit by half. There should
also be someone to greet and assist guests at that information center as well.
-#6. Poor signage. If you have been attending a church for a few weeks, you forget all
about the signage. You don’t need it anymore. But guests do. And they are frustrated when it’s not
there.
-#9. Members telling guests that they were in their seat or pew. Yes, this obviously still
takes place in some churches.
So in this season when we should expect more guests than normal, be on the lookout to
serve them with genuine care. Perhaps invite them to sit with you and let them have “your” seat.
Live Forever,
Pastor Chris

Teacher Appreciation
The Mission and Evangelism Team and FPPS (First Presbyterian Pre-school) Committee are
planning a teacher and staff appreciation on Wednesday, May 1, from 2:00- 3:30 in our church
parlor. We want to invite church members or friends to come also to help celebrate our great
weekday preschool. If you would like more information or would like to help, please contact Sheri
Quick at 817-451-8586 or sheriq@aol.com.

Beautiful plants in the Church Hallways
Hallways
We would like to Thank Mrs. Ann Turney for taking care of our plants in the building; she
does an outstanding job.
The hallways of our building are
many times not a very comfortable
place to be--but she's there with her
'green thumb' to provide her care for
our plants.
In addition, when she comes to
water the plants, she also checks the
chapel to make sure it is ready for the
8:30 service.
Mrs. Turney, thanks for what
you are doing!
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Children’s Ministry
Creating a Rhythm with your words
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Children's Ministry Dates to Remember
Save the Date
April 5

Kids Night Out from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

April 13

Spring Festival from 3:00 to 4:00.

April 26

Kids Night Out from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

June 9

Decorate and set up for Vacation Bible School

June 10-14

Vacation Bible School from 9:00 am to Noon.
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Youth Ministry
The Family Battle Royale (Fortnite and Your
Family)
Hi amazing parents to our youth at First Presbyterian Arlington!
This month I would like for us to take a look at and leave you with some tools that I hope
will help understand the game Fortnite a little better. Many of you probably already know about this
new phenomenon and what’s keeping your teen glued to his/her phone or television. Here is an
article from Dan Istvanik; youth minister from Lancaster, PA that I believe will be a lot of help.
“Orange justice!” your daughter screams as you pour her morning glass of orange juice,
followed by a display of crazy dance moves. Sitting at "Parent Day" at school, your child’s teacher
says “Brain Break” and immediately every child in the room jumps up and starts swinging their arms
wildly as she plays a YouTube video called, “Everybody Floss”… true story! Even at church,
conversations between students of all ages and genders are centered around the newest weapons, the
latest “skins,” and yes, even bragging about “kills.” Fortnite is everywhere and has proven to be
more than a game but rather, a cultural phenomenon. With close to 80 million people plugged into
playing, spending an average of $85 on “V-bucks” and “skins” on this free game, its influence has
soared to epic proportions.
Even if you wanted to live under a rock, you would just be “bush camping,” because it is
everywhere, including your family life. The Battle Royale is no longer just a game as parents
everywhere, maybe even in your home, are fighting to get their kids to put down the remote/device
and come back to the real world. So, let’s “pop your shield,” allow us to share some “heals,” and see
if we can help you have a few family “victory royales”!
Risks and Rewards
What makes this game so exciting and addicting to players, especially young players? It is all
about the “risks and rewards.” The human reward center of our brain (ventral striatum) is the area
of the brain that is affected most by addictions. Just like anything else - from drugs to gambling to
eating to playing games -our brain seeks to be rewarded. During the brain's preteen and teenage
years, this area is continually development and restructuring. A game like Fortnite and others like it
can offer exciting risks and even more exciting rewards. The near wins, hidden treasures, and
ultimate “jubilation” of the victory contribute to what keeps Fortnite popular with your child. This is
not a completely evil or negative thing, if you, as parents, are just aware of what is going on and the
reason why it seems so addicting. Make sure to balance out the time they spend on virtual risk and
rewards with real-world risks and rewards. This also can be a great time to teach self-regulation and
self-awareness to your child, before other more dangerous things become “addicting.”
Relatable Relationships
Another feature that makes Fortnite so appealing and popular is that it is a group game that
can be played with friends. It skyrocketed into popularity during the summer months when your
child and others could not see each other. It was a way to still connect, play, and communicate with
friends. The game offers a mutual point of interest and gamers find community among players
online and even offline. During the younger years of your child’s life, relationships were arranged
7

playdates by parents or based around proximity or neighborhood. In the late elementary years
through teenage years, relationships are about mutual interests and personal connection. Our brains
are built for relationships, connection, and community. The tween and teen years are important
times of social development, while at the same time insecurity presents itself. Just like any other
social activity (sports team, music group, or club) where interest and activity are shared relationship
dependency develops. As parents, we can view this as negative or use it to our advantage to talk
through real world relationships and community; including the value of regular church community
attendance. Your child needs and desires community around common interests to offer those types
of opportunities.
Relevant Rules & Restrictions
With the above being said, there is still a need for parents to have realistic rules and
restrictions. A balanced approach that is neither over-reaction nor under-reaction. You don’t have to
join a Fortnite Parents Support Group (yes, they are a real thing) to form a family plan for some
basic guidelines concerning spending, safety, and schedule.
• Spending: Fortnite is a free game, but there are plenty of ways to spend a lot, and we mean A LOT
of real-world dollars on skins, weapons, and upgrades. Sit down together with your child, as a family,
and agree on the spending limits. Consider opportunities to earn an extra allowance or ways to earn
money to be spent on the game. Make sure to make it clear there is no spending without permission.
• Safety: Just like everything else online, and virtually everywhere, there is a dark side and a door for
child-predators to try to misuse it. Take time as a family to talk through realistic and age-appropriate
warnings about child-predators and the importance of not sharing private personal information.
Even in the teenage years, your child still may need to be reminded of the old “stranger danger” side
of our world.
• Schedule: Probably the most frustrating part of the Fortnite phenomenon is the amount of time
kids are spending plugged in and obsessively playing. Again, sit down together and come up with an
agreed schedule, times of day, and limits on how church time is spent on the game. Similar to
spending limits, consider coming up with a “time allowance” that your child can earn bonus time,
but doing something around the house or even going and doing physical exercise to counteract the
time spent sitting. There are apps and parental controls you can set up.
Fortnite, while involving shooting and “kills” may be considered by some to be a violent
video game, overall, it is cartoony and relatively less violent than most comparable games on the
market. Like everything else, there are pros and cons, take the time to decide as parents what your
best path forward is going to be. Praying with you!
Blessings in Christ,
Adrian

Important Upcoming Youth Ministry Dates
Winter/Spring 2019 Events:
•

Senior Sunday - May 19

Summer 2019 Events:
•
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The Great Escape (Jr. High Camp/Conference Trip for Jr. High Students) - June 22-29

Reminder: Flower Calendars
The Flower Calendars are located in the Narthex outside of the Sanctuary and in the hallway
outside the Chapel. Please feel free to sign up for a designated date.

FEBRUARY Finance Update
Budget
Income including funds released:

$ 74,449

Expense:

$ 92,564

Income - Expense for month:

$(18,115)

Income - Expense for 2019 Year to Date:

$ (31,040)

Comments:
Total Income and Funds Released are under budget for the month by ($22,248) and under budget
for the year by ($39,394).
Donors - Under budget for the month by ($17,902) and under budget for the year by ($34,723).
Total Expenses – Over budget for the month by $5,877 and under for the year by ($3,160).

An Unexpected Blessing
I began attending the meetings for Family on Mission over a year ago, not sure what it was
about or where it would lead me. Through the time spent gathering at people’s homes, listening to
other people’s experiences and ideas, at first I felt overwhelmed, thinking this was not something I
could do, especially since I was only one person. The purpose of FOM is for folks to form more
groups for a specific kind of outreach. Most of the other folks in the group were couples, which
meant they already had a “group” of two. At a meeting I expressed my concern, saying I was
praying for guidance, and asked the group for any suggestions. One person suggested that, since
they had seen me occasionally interact with seniors, (and of course I am one) that I might consider
getting involved with a senior living facility. The timing was right, since Rich was preaching at Town
Village the following Tuesday night at their weekly prayer service. (Different area pastors rotate each
week for this service)
I went on that Tuesday, and before the service started, just by chance I helped handing out
the bulletins. After the service was over, I asked one of the ladies if they needed more help for that
service. She immediately said yes, and as of that moment I began to participate in this weekly
ministry. My responsibilities began with helping with the bulletins, passing out the hymnals, making
announcements, and naming those on the prayer list prior to the service starting. After a few weeks,
I began calling the folks on their prayer list to check on them and get updates as to their condition. I
was surprised at how much a connection has been established, even though it’s just a phone call.
Just recently I was asked to be on the committee that is responsible for the service. I accepted. I
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realize what I am doing is not exactly the model set out by Family on Mission, but I do feel I am
involved in an important ministry nonetheless. It has been a blessing for me that I had not
anticipated. I have never felt so much gratitude for doing (in my mind) so little.
Having said all the above, I would also like to remind folks here at FPCA that they would be
welcomed by our Congregational Care team for any support that folks could give them. We have a
large number of folks here in our midst who are either home bound or have limited mobility. A visit
or even a phone call means the world to someone whose world has gotten smaller, sometimes
defined by their four walls.
It was suggested that I write this for the newsletter. My intent is not to “toot my own horn”
but to show that you never know what God has in store for you. You just need to be listening.
Peace
Jane Leathem

A Praise and Prayer from the Shideler`s
Language Matters!
In our years in Cameroon (from 1993-2007) we were assigned to SIL; a partner organization
to Wycliffe USA. While there, we learned a bit of French and a smattering of several of Cameroon’s
283 languages. We learned the value of greeting people in the language they understood best and this
cemented our understanding that language matters!
International Year of Indigenous Languages
Join SIL Executive Director Dr. Michel Kenmogne and others
around the world in celebrating 2019 as the International Year
of Indigenous Languages.
Join us in praising God!
•

•
•

We are praising God for sustaining energy as we continue growing into our new roles with
Wycliffe USA`s HR team and work on Marla’s dad’s apartment in the evenings and
throughout each weekend. Only by God’s enabling grace are we able to press on.
The plans for our weeklong March meetings are set. Somehow the puzzle pieces have come
together as we fit needed meetings into available time slots.
Marla’s dad was discharged from the rehab center on 19 Feb. He continues to convalesce at
home. We are grateful that one of Marla’s brothers will arrive this week to stay with dad
while we are at meetings in Florida.

If you’d like to pray for us, here’s what’s on our hearts this month…
•

•
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Our March meetings in Florida begin next week. Please pray for travel safety for all 98 team
members who will travel in from all over the US to attend the meetings of the Ministry and
Care Resources team. Pray for all the presenters who will share with us. Pray we will listen
and learn well so that Wycliffe members in assignments around the world will be served
even better because of our time together. Pray for good times of connection with the teams
with whom we serve. Pray for health and stamina for all.
After attending meetings from 18-22 March we’ll drive to Tallahassee to spend the next
week with kids and grandkids (while trying to get caught up from being away from our email

for a week!). We’ll drive back to Orlando on 31 March for another two days of meetings
before returning to Washington on Wed, 3 April. Please pray for good connections with
family and fun times of refreshment balanced with focused attention to our assignment
responsibilities.
I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.
Ephesians 3:16 & 17 (NIV)

Seen Around the Church
Love Invasion Mission Trip: March 11-14
Here are a few pictures of our High School
and Inspire Mentoring Youth serving the
Arlington community during spring break.
Our youth served the families at the Bel
Aire Apartments across the street from our
church, sorted clothes at Mission
Arlington, and volunteered at Arlington
Charities.

We would like to thank Bob Dawson, Lew
Johnson, and Roger Young for grilling hot dogs
and hamburgers to serve our neighbors at Bel Aire
Apartments.

In addition, we would like to thank
Arlington Charities for donating pre
packed bags of food for the families at the
Bel Aire Apartments.
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Let`s welcome our new members.
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This Month
Bible Studies
Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study group meets
every Wednesday morning at 8:00
a.m. in the parlor. Men of all ages
meet and enjoy great fellowship and
a prayer session. All men are invited
to join this study.
Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Monday Night Bible
will meet on Monday, April 15, at 6
p.m. in the parlor.
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Men and women of all ages are
invited to meet in the Bride’s Room
every Tuesday morning at 10:00
a.m.

Agape (Youth) Choir
During the school year, this group
of youth in grades 6 to 12 meets on
Sunday, 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., in the
choir room.
Children’s Music Ministries
The children’s choirs meet from
12:45 to 1:45 p.m. on Sundays
during the school year. Children
ages 4 (when school starts) through
grade 5 participate in activities
including music/singing and
bells/chimes, instruments, and
listening activities. There are two
sections, divided by age, and both
participate in the 11:00 worship
service twice per year, usually in
December and April.

Chancel Choir
This is the primary worship
leadership ensemble for the 11:00
service. The choir also sings for
special services around Christmas
and Holy Week. It is more than just
a great choir, it is a caring
fellowship. Rehearsals are on
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Nursery care is provided during rehearsals.
Ring of Praise Handbell
Ensemble
This intergenerational handbell
group rehearses Wednesday
evenings from 6:15 until 7:15 p.m.
If you are interested in ringing,
please contact Russell Farnell
(fpcamusic@yahoo.com or
817-274-8286).

Library Team
The library team works the first
Wednesday of each month, from
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Anyone interested
is welcome. No particular skill is
required, the work is easy, and we
always have a good time as we
process books to be added to our
inventory. If you would like to be
involved in library work but cannot
come at that evening time, please
contact Sandy Thomlinson and
special daytime work sessions can
be arranged.

Fellowship
Church Leadership

Music Ministries

Discipleship

Deacon Meeting
Thursday, May 2, at 6:30 p.m., the
Diaconate meets in the parlor to
oversee the Congregational Care,
Facilities, Hospitality, and
Fellowship ministries.
Team Meeting Night
Thursday, April 11, at 6:45 p.m., all
teams meet for worship in the
chapel with subsequent gathering
into respective teams for ministry
planning and coordination.
Session Meeting

Happy Quilters
This group meets Wednesdays at
10:00 a.m. to quilt, sew, knit,
crochet, embroider, and just enjoy
being together. Bring your project
and join in!
Saints Alive!
Church seniors will meet for a
potluck lunch on Thursday, April
18, at 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Bring a casserole, salad, or
dessert and enjoy a fun and
interesting afternoon.
Contact Bev Koch (817-261-3202)
for details.

Thursday, April 25, at 7:00 p.m., the
Session meets in the parlor to
oversee the ministry of the church.
The work of the Diaconate, church
administration, and all Discipleship,
Worship, Facility Management, and
Mission and Evangelism ministries
will be discussed.
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First Presbyterian Church
1200 S. Collins Street
Arlington, TX 76010

Deadline for the May issue of The News is April 15!

Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns: Esther Albright, Elaine Bahn, Jack Bos,
Shirley Bragg, James (Andrew) Bridges, Vannah Caylor, Kevin Chin, Frank Coburn, Edna Collins,
Lee Carol Copeland, Mike Copeland, Michael Deardorff, Laura, Moses and Abe Duffney, Wasim
Abusaef, Don Farrell, Bobbie Fowler, Tom Fowler, The Gifford Family, Joe and Lila Glenn, Jack
Gray, Andrew Hydock, Bob Johnson, Tim Karnes, Pat May, J. Fred Miller, Allen Miller, Barbara
Mooers, Ruth Moore, Cosme Pacot, J.D. Paulk, Sue Perry, Nita Price, Jim L. and Jo Ann Quick,
Sarah Rabb, Joan and Homer Reynolds, Al Smithson, Brooks and Connie Taylor, Kyle Terwilliger,
Donna Vickers, Nancy Welborne, Richard Whitenight, Jake Winkler, Karl Winter, Mary Jane
Wright, Bob Zakrzewski
Prayers for our family serving in the armed forces: Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Austin Curran,
James Dailey, Eric Dill, Jeff Grimes, Nathan Haerer, Damien King, Mike Manci, Amie Murtha, Jack
Murtha, Stephen O’Neil Sosa, Colin Peden, Jason Polk, Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Peyton
Steeno, Christopher Young, Robbie Wallace.
Pray for our homebound members.
Pray for those who do not know Christ!
Please contact Pastor Rich McDermott at the church office at 817-274-8286. For questions about
specific concerns listed above, please contact Marge Dawson at mdawsonarltx@att.net or
817-980-6825.

