
December 6, 2020

First Presbyterian Church
The Second Sunday of Advent
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First Presbyterian Church of Arlington is transforming life
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Gathering

Gathering Music  Shina Heo

Preparation for Worship  
We prepare to witness a Mystery.  More to the point, we prepare to witness The Mystery, the God 
made flesh.  While it is good that we seek to know the Holy One, it is probably not so good to 
presume we ever complete the task, to suppose that we ever know anything about him except what 
he has made known to us.  The prophet Isaiah helps us to remember our limitations when he writes, 

“To whom then will you compare me…? Says the Holy One.”   --Scott Cairns

Lighting the Advent Candles The Gottmann Family

Call to Worship  Psalm 95:6-7
O come, let us worship and bow down,  
Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
For he is our God,
And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.

§ Hymn 105 People, Look East Besançon 

Prayer of Confession (silently, then said together) 
Almighty God and our gracious Heavenly Father: We praise you for loving us with a steadfast 

love, a love that will not let us go.  But we have fallen short of loving others as you have loved 
us.  Our love is not steadfast, and has many limits.  We think that the world revolves around 
us, and we fail to see the hopes and desires of those around us.  We withhold our forgiveness, 
even while we ask for yours.  Have mercy on us, and transform our lives. 

Forgive us for our petty squabbles, our narrow perspective, and our shallow love for others.  
Grant us a renewed commitment to you, that we may live with your love, forgiving others, and 
trusting in your care for us.  We ask it in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ The Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

§ Hymn 88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel Veni Emmanuel
Stanza 1

Community Joys and Events

The Worship of God
11:00 a.m. 
Words in bold are spoken by the congregation.
§ Invites all who are able to stand.
Please silence all phones and devices
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Proclaiming
 

First Scripture Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 Old Testament page 667   

Second Scripture Reading 2 Peter 3:8–18 New Testament page 238  

The Sermon How Soon Is Now? Rev. Campbell

The Table

The Offering of our Tithes, Gifts, and Lives
Offertory What Child Is This? arr. Laura Farnell

Russell and Laura Farnell, duet

Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

The Bread and Cup
11:00 – Eat the bread as it is served. Hold the cup to drink together. While passing the elements,  

you may say, “the body of Christ, broken for you,” and, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

§ Hymn 82 Come Now Long Expected Jesus Hyfrydol

§ Charge and Benediction  

Postlude A Christmas Flourish Charles Callahan

c d
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Sermon Notes

How Soon Is Now?         Isaiah 40:1–11; 2 Peter 3:8–18
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for the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Arlington, Texas

copyright © 2010 by Russell Farnell used by permission
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People, Look East
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

105

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928, alt.
MUSIC: French folk melody; harm. Martin Shaw, 1928
Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd.
Music Harm. © 1928 Oxford University Press

BESANÇON
8.7.9.8.8.7

This text was written to provide a new Advent text for an existing carol tune, here named for the city in
eastern France where it originated. The author has imaginatively expressed the cosmic implications of
Christ’s coming by addressing each stanza to a part of creation. 

105-people 106-prepare.mus, Page 1
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

88

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Latin prose, pre-9th cent.; trans. composite
MUSIC: Plainsong; adapt. Thomas Helmore, 1852; arr. John Weaver, 1988
Music Arr. © 1990 John Weaver

VENI EMMANUEL
LM with refrain

These titles of the coming Christ appeared in daily Vesper antiphons sung during the week before Christmas;
their roots date at least to the reign of Charlemagne. Both text and tune are the fruit of 19th-century efforts to
reclaim Christian treasures from pre-Reformation sources.

5   O come, thou Key of David, come,
     and open wide our heavenly home;
     make safe the way that leads on high,
     and close the path to misery.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

6   O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
     our spirits by thine advent here;
     disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
     and deathÕs dark shadows put to ßight.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

7   O come, Desire of nations, bind
     all peoples in one heart and mind;
     bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
     Þll the whole world with heavenÕs peace.
        Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
        shall come to thee, O Israel.

One stanza of this paraphrase of the great O Antiphons may be sung on each of the last days of Advent as follows:

Dec. 20:  O Key of David (5)
Dec. 21:  O Dayspring (6)
Dec. 22:  O Desire of Nations (7)

Dec. 23:  O Emmanuel (1)Dec. 17:  O Wisdom (2)
Dec. 18:  O Lord of might (3)
Dec. 19:  O Root of Jesse (4)

088-o come o-313.mus, Page 1
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

106Prepare the Way, O Zion

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This engaging Advent text based on Isaiah 40:3–5 and Psalm 24:7–10 has been in use in the Church of Sweden
for almost two hundred years. It is set to a version of an even older Swedish tune, which in turn seems to be
derived from a German folktune that spread to Scandinavia.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1812, rev. 1819; trans. Augustus Nelson, 1958;
    adapt. Charles P. Price, 1980, alt.
MUSIC: Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; arr. American Lutheran Hymnal, 1930
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN
7.6.7.6.7.7 with refrain

105-people 106-prepare.mus, Page 2
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

82

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)

With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”).  Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.

6/20/13
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Congregational Meeting
The Congregational Meeting is today at 2:00 p.m. virtually via Zoom. We will be:
1)  Voting to elect four Elders, seven Deacons, two Congregational Nominating Team (CNT) and one Trustee;
2)  Approving the Pastors' Terms of Call. 
3)  Updates on steeple, roof and Capital Campaign.

Thank you for joining us!

The Mitten Tree 2020
FPCA will not be setting up the Mitten Tree for donations 
this year.  We are not using the portion of the church 
that houses the tree, and we have a reduced number 
of members coming physically to the church services.  
Typically, warm clothing items such as mittens or 
gloves, socks, scarves, etc. are donated.  If you would 
like to contribute this year, please donate directly to 
Mission Arlington.  You can learn about what they need 
most, along with other information, on their website:  
missionarlington.org.

The Dove Tree 2020
If you are interested in “adopting “ one of our shut ins 
for the church for the Christmas season please call 
or text Marge Dawson and she will set you up with 
one or two.  Email: mdawsonarltx @gmail.com or call  
817-980-6825.

Christmas Poinsettias!
Please help us prepare our Sanctuary to celebrate the birth of our Savior by ordering a poinsettia. We will not be 
ordering as many an in previous years because of Covid. Order forms are in the Narthex, Chapel hall and church 
office. Please complete the form and place it in the offering plate, the baskets in the Chapel hall and Narthex, or 
mail/bring them to the church office.  The cost is $10.00 each and the deadline to order is Sunday, December 13.

Gifts of Hope 2020
FPCA will not be setting up tables for the Gifts of Hope donations this year. We have a reduced number of members 
coming physically to the church during Covid-19. Typically, members would give a donation for a non-traditional 
gift (for example, a duck or a chicken through World Vision) and would receive a card to give notifying the 
recipient that a donation was given to a non-profit organization on behalf of the individual. While we will not be 
standing in the hallway collecting funds for these gifts, members may go directly to the websites for these individual 
organizations and submit donations.

•	 World	Vision	(gift	catalog)	https://donate.worldvision.org/giftcatalog

•	 International	Justice	Mission	(gift	catalog)	https://gifts.ijm.org/

•	 Voice	of	the	Martyrs	donate	to	provide	Bibles:	https://www.persecution.com/bibles/

•	 Voice	of	the	Martyrs	donate	to	provide	Action	Packs:	https://www.persecution.com/actionpacks/

•	 Arlington	Charities	online	donation:	https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/WebLink.
aspx?name=E254039&id=7

•	 Presbyterian	Children’s	Home	and	Services	–	participate	in	the	FPCA	Christmas	Eve	Offering	via	online	giving,	
or	sending	a	check	to	the	church	office.

Offering
If you would like to give your tithes and offerings in person today, please use the envelope provided in the 
pews.  You can drop the envelope off in the offering plate while departing the sanctuary when the service is 
completed.  Please feel free to continue giving as you have during this time whether that is mailing checks or 
giving online.  We are most thankful for your generous support!



FPCA’s Two Special Offerings in December

Our church supports two special offerings during the month of December. One is the Christmas Joy Offering 
which goes directly to Presbytery. The other goes to Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services (PCHAS). 
Offering envelopes are in the office, chapel hallway and the narthex or designate on your check which offering 
you are supporting. If you want envelopes mailed to you, please contact the church to make your request.

A Presbyterian tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is designated by the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church to provide congregations a direct way of supporting specific causes that help 
those in need. The receipts from the Joy Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for assistance 
programs and to the National Ministries of the General Assembly Council to support Presbyterian racial ethnic 
education. To read a brief account of how one family benefited from the Christmas Joy Offering, visit: https://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/story/arms-church-around-us/.

Our church continually supports PCHAS but especially at Christmas. During FPCA’s Christmas Eve services 
the undesignated offerings will benefit PCHAS. To find out more about PCHAS, visit: http://www.pchas.org. 
You may also speak to Marge and Bob Dawson, PCHAS Ambassadors and volunteers, about this very worthy 
organization which supports many children and families in a variety of ways throughout Texas.

Preschool Teachers Needed
We are currently looking for qualified teachers to fill part-time positions for our Infant, Toddler, and Pre-K 
classes.  If you are passionate about working with children and want to provide them a safe environment that 
they may grow socially, emotionally, cognitively, and are given opportunities to learn about God’s love, then 
First Presbyterian Preschool Arlington is just the place for you. We are accepting applications Monday through 
Friday from 7:30am -5:30pm.  You may apply online at www.fppsarlington.com, call us at 817-274-4051, or 
simply stop by the office.  We are looking forward to hearing from you.  Sincerely, Preschool Staff

FPCA Newsletter
The Newsletter is available outside the Chapel and in the Narthex.  The News continues to be in the church-wide 
email each month. The Newsletter is also on our church website.  By using this digital method to send the Newsletter, 
the church is saving with both printing and mailing costs.		If you prefer to have a copy mailed to you, please give the 
church office a call and let them know.

Important Hygiene Information to Remember

For now, in order to keep our church gatherings safe during the era of the coronavirus, remember, please:
1. If you are sick, stay home.
2. If your health is compromised, stay home.
3. Wash your hands with soap and water (20 seconds) regularly throughout the day, and especially before 
gathering.
4. Minimize touches to your face.
5. Wear a face covering and maintain social distance from those outside your family.
6. Use hand sanitizer if hand washing is unavailable.
At this point in time, we believe these are the appropriate measures to take, and we urge you to continue to 
come to worship and praise the Lord as one Body in Christ.  We realize these may need to change in the future.  
Thank you for your understanding.


