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Gathering

Prelude Ein Feste Burg Ist Unser Gott Dieterich Buxtehude

Prayer for Preparation  
O God, the gift of your Son is the life-changing treasure that is truly beyond all value.  

Your generosity and goodness astound us! Inspire us to teach your commandments  
and share your gospel, that all may enter into the joy of Christ. Amen.

Welcome and Opening Prayer

Introit I Sing the Mighty Power of God Mark Patterson

Call to Worship  
The Lord offered himself – 
Once and for all – 
So that our conscience can be free from all things that lead to death.
Let us freely go and worship the living God!

§ Hymn 32 I Sing the Mighty Power of God Ellacombe

§ Prayer of Confession (silently, then said together) 
Almighty God, eternal Father, we acknowledge and confess to you that we were born in 

unrighteousness. Our life is full of sin and transgression; we have not gladly believed your 
Word nor followed your holy commandments.  

For your goodness’ sake and for your name’s sake, be gracious unto us, we pray, and forgive us 
all our sin, which is very great. Amen.

§ Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ The Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

“Enter In” Moment  Matt Annen

Words in bold are spoken by the congregation.  Please silence all phones and devices.
§ Invites all who are able to stand. Please fill out the Friendship pad in your pew.

The Worship of God
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Proclaiming

Psalm 146  Responsive Reading 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long.
Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,

whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord!

Children’s Time
Children (age 3 to fourth grade) are invited to go to Kids For Christ (KFC) in the Fellowship Hall.

Old Testament Reading Numbers 13:1–2, 17–20, 25–30 Old Testament page 130 

Anthem I Sing the Mighty Power of God Mark Patterson
Youth Music Singers and Chancel Choir

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise;  
that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;  
the moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey. 
I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food;  

God formed the creatures with a word and then pronounced them good.  
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eyes,  

if I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the skies! 
There’s not a plant or flower below but makes thy glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow by order from thy throne;  
while all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care,  

and everywhere that we can be, thou, God, art present there. 
Let every voice now join as one and let the song be raised. 

All heaven above and earth below rejoice and sing God’s praise. 
Let timbrel, flute, and trumpet sound, let bells ring out this day. 

Forever let our music live to glorify God’s name!

Gospel Reading Matthew 25:14–30 New Testament page 28

The Sermon Enter In... to Your Opportunity Rev. Campbell
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Responding

§ Hymn 275 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Ein’ Feste Burg

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Offering of our Tithes, Gifts, and Lives  
Offertory Meditation on “O Store Gud” Douglas Wagner

§ The Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

§ Affirmation of Faith from Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 54
I believe that the Son of God through his Spirit and Word, out of the entire human race, from 

the beginning of the world to its end, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself a community 
chosen for eternal life and united in true faith. And of this community I am and always will be 
a living member. Amen. 

Sending

§ Hymn 377 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light Houston

§ Charge and Benediction  

Postlude A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Tae Sook Kang

c d
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I Sing the Mighty Power of God
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

32

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1715, alt.
MUSIC: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Wirtembergischen Katholischen Hofkapelle, 1784; alt. 1868

ELLACOMBE
CMD

With minimal revision this text brings together six of the eight four-line stanzas in an 18th-century hymn
written for children and originally headed ÒPraise for Creation and Providence.Ó The anonymous German
tune provides a Þtting sense of breadth and wonder.

032-i sing the.mus, Page 1
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

275

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Martin Luther, 1529; trans. Frederick Henry Hedge, 1852
MUSIC: Martin Luther, 1529, alt.

EIN’ FESTE BURG
8.7.8.7.6.6.6.6.7

Long before Isaac Watts began to Christianize the Psalms, Martin Luther had already done so when he
created the text and tune for this, his most famous hymn, which is based on Psalm 46. Luther encouraged
metrical versions of psalms as well as chanted psalms and new hymns.

275-a mighty 276-sing.mus, Page 1
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JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

276Sing a New Song unto the Lord

This loose paraphrase effectively conveys the joyful tone of Psalm 98, largely by incorporating allusions to
many other scriptures, such as Psalm 149:3, Romans 13:11, Psalm 16:9, 1 Corinthians 15:52 , and Job 19:25.
These familiar echoes help to give the text depth and breadth.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Daniel L. Schutte, 1972, alt.
Text and Music © 1972, 1974, 1979  OCP

SING A NEW SONG
Irregular

(Psalm 98)

275-a mighty 276-sing.mus, Page 2
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

377

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966
Text and Music © 1970, 1975 Celebration 

HOUSTON
10.7.10.8 with refrain

The author-composer of this unrhymed hymn regards it as a meditation and prayer deeply rooted in many
scriptures, most connected with the theme of light: Genesis 1:17; Psalm 139:12; Isaiah 60:19; Malachi 4:2;
John 14:8; Ephesians 5:8; Hebrews 12:1–2; 1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23.
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A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH

378We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom

This text paraphrases Isaiah 11:6Ð9 in the Þrst stanza, then reßects on that passage in widening frames of
reference from self to all creation and identiÞes its Òlittle childÓ with one born at Bethlehem. The tune is
named for the composerÕs sister, his Þrst piano teacher.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Kathleen R. Moore, 2010
MUSIC: Hal H. Hopson, 1983
Text © 2010 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company

MERLE’S TUNE
7.6.7.6.D
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Sermon Notes
Enter In... to Your Opportunity

Numbers 13:1–2, 17–20, 25–30; Matthew 25:14–30 (NRSV)

We need to “enter in” to the opportunity God has laid in front of us as a church.

We need to “enter in” to the opportunity God has laid in front of each of us personally.

The opportunity God extends to us is based on trust.

Giving was never meant to be an obligation on us by God.  Giving is an expression of God’s faith in us and an 
opportunity God extends to us.



Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns:

Apana Agha, Jack Bos, James (Andrew) Bridges, 
Carol Browning, Vannah Caylor, Candida Costa, 
Frank Coburn, Edna Collins, Lloyd Counts, the 
Farnell Family, Don Farrell, Yvette Fielder, the 
Formusoh Family, the Gifford Family, Joe and Lila 
Glenn, Andrew Hydock, Bob Johnson, Tim Karnes 
(Pat May’s son), Gary Lindley, Pat May, Barbara 
Mooers, Jim L. Quick, Jillian Reynolds, Joan 
Reynolds, Beth Rotert, Kathy Rotert, John and Donna 
Vickers, and Nancy Welborne.

Prayers for family serving in the armed forces:
Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Austin Curran, Jeff 
Grimes, Nathan Haerer, Damien King, Mike Manci, 
Amie Murtha, Stephen O’Neil Sosa, Colin Peden, 
Ryan Powell, Ryan Regalado, Peyton Steeno, 
Christopher Young, Robbie Wallace
Prayers for our home-bound members:

Esther Albright, Suzette Armstrong, Tom and Bobbie 
Fowler, Barbara Hughes, Jeanne Malone, Charlene 
Miller, Cary Moore, Carrie Pacot, Ann Pitstick, Betty 
Snowden, Dee Uhri, Richard Whitenight, Mary Jane 
Wright.
Prayers for those who do not know Christ

If you have any congregational care needs, please 
contact Pastor Chris Campbell at 817-274-8286.

This week @ FPCA
Sunday 10/31   
 9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 
 12:15 p.m. Children & Youth Music 

Ministries

Monday 11/1  
 6:30 p.m. HOPE Tutoring

Tuesday 11/2  
 9:30 a.m. Senior Flexibility Class 
 10:30 a.m. Tues. Morning Women’s 

Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. Deacons Meeting

Wednesday 11/3  
 8:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Quilting 
 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thursday 11/4  
 7:00 p.m. Team Meeting Night
Friday 11/5  
 9:30 a.m. Senior Flexibility Class  
 6:00 p.m. Kids Night Out

Information for the November 7 bulletin should be turned 
in to Kim at the church office by this Monday.

 Staff Directory
Chris Campbell Lead Pastor chris@firstprestexas.org
Russell Farnell Minister of Music russell@firstprestexas.org
Shina Heo Organist shina@firstprestexas.org 
Adrian Rodriguez Director of Youth Ministry adrian@firstprestexas.org
Kyle Terwilliger Director of Children’s Ministry kyle@firstprestexas.org
Eric Gottmann Director of Social Media eric@firstprestexas.org
Cheryl Harris  Music Ministry Associate cheryl@firstprestexas.org
Jeanne Chin Finance Manager jeanne@firstprestexas.org
Kim Lewis Administrative Ministry Assistant kim@firstprestexas.org
Jane Leathem Finance Assistant jane@firstprestexas.org



The Thanksgiving Baskets! 
Today is the deadline for turning in Thanksgiving Baskets.  First Presbyterian Church is again joining Arlington 
Charities in feeding those who, otherwise, may not be able to enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner.  The Mission and 
Evangelism Team set a goal of:  225 Baskets
Last year we were unable to feed as many families due to the Pandemic.  This year has been much better and we are 
hopeful that we will reach our goal.
Please sign up outside of the Fellowship Hall, outside of the Chapel or in the Red Hall.  You can sign up as an 
individual, a family, or a group.   These families are Arlington citizens and are having a hard time to just make ends 
meet.  Each bag feeds one family so they can celebrate Thanksgiving together at home.
Please return your numbered Basket and attached envelope along with your food items to the Fellowship Hall.
Thanks ~ The Mission and Evangelism Team 

Offering
If you would like to give your tithes and offerings in person today, please use the envelope provided in the 
pews. You can drop the envelope during the offering time or in the offering basket in the Narthex while 
departing the sanctuary when the service is completed.

Please feel free to continue giving as you have during this time whether that is mailing checks or giving online.  
We are most thankful for your generous support!

Children’s Ministry Upcoming Activities
Kids Night Out is a great time for kids to have fun playing, eating pizza, connecting with one another and having a 
short Bible lesson.  It is also a chance for parents to have a couple of hours without the kids to connect, relax, and 
have fun.  Kids Night Out is on Friday from 6:00-8:00 p.m. about twice a month during the school year for children 
in 6th grade or younger.  Kids can be dropped off, signed-in, and picked-up by the Fellowship Hall.  Below are the 
September to December dates for Kids Night Out: 
November 5 and 19; December 3

Thanksgiving Dinner
Come one, come all to the Thanksgiving Dinner on Sunday, November 14, at 3:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall! 
The Fellowship Team will provide meat, rolls and dessert.

If your last name starts with:

A through G  bring potatoes or dressing

H through O  bring vegetables

P through Z  bring salad

Look forward to celebrating this season of Thanksgiving with everyone!



HOPE Tutoring at FPCA

HOPE Tutoring meet each Monday night from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in Room 218.  Masks will be required for all persons 
entering the building. 

Friendship Pads

Please take the time to fill out the Friendship Pad in your pew. Whether you’re a guest or a member, we would 
love to have your contact information so we can keep in touch with you.

FPCA Newsletter
The Newsletter is available in the Narthex and outside the Chapel.  The News continues to be in the church-wide 
email each month. The Newsletter is also on our church website at firstprestexas.org.

By using this digital method to send the Newsletter, the church is saving with both printing and mailing costs.  If you 
prefer to have a copy mailed to you, please give the church office a call and let them know.


