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First Presbyterian Church of Arlington is transforming life

 by glorifying God, following Jesus, and loving our neighbor.
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Gathering

Prelude	 Hosanna In Excelsis	 Michael Ware
Donna Vickers, piano     Shina Heo, organ

Prayer for Preparation		
Giving God, you have adopted us as your children, sisters and brothers of your beloved, Jesus Christ.  

Empower us to be holy and blameless witnesses to your glorious reign of peace and love now come  
into this world. Amen.

Welcome and Opening Prayer

Call to Worship		
Grace to you and peace in this new year. 
We will bless God who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing.
In Christ we have obtained an inheritance.
We have been redeemed as God’s own people. Praise be to God!

§ Hymn 143	 Angels, from the Realms of Glory	 Regent Square

§ Prayer of Confession		
God of love and compassion, you have come into the world and yet we have not recognized you.
Forgive our lack of insight and open our eyes to see you here and now,  

that we may receive your grace through Jesus our Christ. Amen.

§ Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ The Gloria Patri		
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Proclaiming

Hymn 151	 We Three Kings of Orient Are	 John Henry Hopkins Jr. 
Stanzas 1–4: Soloists, Refrain: Congregation; Stanza 5: Congregation 

Matt Annen, AJ Baker, Bob Watkins

Old Testament Reading	 Isaiah 63:7–9	 Old Testament page 693

Children’s Time
Children (age 3 to fourth grade) are invited to go to Kids For Christ (KFC) in the Fellowship Hall.

Gospel Reading 	 Matthew 2:13–23	 New Testament page 2

Sermon	 Faith, Insight, Guts	 Rev. Shroyer

The Worship of God
Words in bold are spoken by the congregation. 	 Please silence all phones and devices.
§ Invites all who are able to stand.	 Please fill out the Friendship Pad in your pew.
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Responding
§ Hymn 146	 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child	 Tempus Adest Floridum

Offering our Tithes, Gifts, and Lives
Offertory	 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly	 Gilbert Martin

The Table
Invitation to the Table

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer sung (see below)		

Words of Institution

The Bread and Cup		
Eat the bread as it is served. Hold the cup to drink together. While passing the elements, you 
may say, “the body of Christ, broken for you,” and, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.

Prayer after Communion

Sending
§ Hymn 145	 What Child Is This	 Greensleeves

§ Charge and Benediction		

Postlude	 Toccata	 Gordon Young
Donna Vickers, organ
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Angels, from the Realms of Glory
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

143

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas 1–3, James Montgomery, 1816, 1825; stanza 4, Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857
MUSIC: Henry Thomas Smart, 1867

REGENT SQUARE
8.7.8.7.8.7

This familiar carol was Þrst published as a poem in the Christmas Eve 1816 issue of a newspaper the author
edited in ShefÞeld, England. The tune name celebrates the location of a prominent Presbyterian Church in
London, sometimes called the ÒPresbyterian cathedral.Ó
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We Three Kings of Orient Are
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

151

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1857, alt. KINGS OF ORIENT

8.8.8.6 with refrain

Although Christians had begun by the 2nd century to speak of these visitors from eastern countries
(Matthew 2:1Ð12) as Òkings,Ó perhaps because of passages like Psalm 72:10 and Isaiah 60:3, it is more
accurate to think of them as magi or astrologers, the scholars of their day.
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Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

146

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919, rev. 1930
MUSIC: Piae Cantiones, 1582; arr. Ernest C. MacMillan, 1930

TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM
7.6.7.6.D

This 20th-century Christmas text by an English-born Canadian clergyman was originally a poem called “The
Manger Prince.Ó It gains a certain antique ßavor by being set to a late medieval song associated with
springtime. (The tune name means ÒThe ßowering time is near.Ó)
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What Child Is This
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

145

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: William Chatterton Dix, 1871
MUSIC: English ballad, 16th cent.; arr. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871

GREENSLEEVES
8.7.8.7.6.8.6.7

This Victorian text gains scope and power by having the original second halves of stanzas two and three
restored. They give a stark forward glimpse of what lies ahead for this “babe, the son of Mary!” The tune is
much older, dating from Tudor England.
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       Sermon Notes
1. What are some of your most joyous Christmas 
memories?

2. How would you like to use 2023 to put you at a 
better place in 2024?

3. Can you think of better tools/qualities/habits of 
character than faith, insight, and guts?   
What might you add?

Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns:

The family of Jeanne Malone, Jack Bos, Carol 
Browning, Billie Jo Campbell, Frank Coburn, Edna 
Collins, Cyprian Engwenyi, Betty Farrell, Bunny 
Floyd, Mary Lou Garrison, Joe and Lila Glenn, Grady 
Herzog, the Hydock Family, Pat May and her son Tim 
Karnes, Gary Lindley, Mathias Mbeng Ndip, Jim L. 
Quick, Tonya Scrabeck, Esther Teboh, John and 
Donna Vickers, Nancy Welborne, Patrick Welbourne, 
Danny Womble
Prayers for family serving in the armed forces:
Ben Boughton, Riley Curnutt, Jeff Grimes, Nathan 
Haerer, Damien King, Amie Murtha, Stephen O’Neil 
Sosa, Colin Peden, Ryan Powell, Peyton Steeno, 
Christopher Young, Robbie Wallace
Prayers for our home-bound members:
Esther Albright, Tom and Bobbie Fowler, Barbara 
Hughes, Family of Jeanne Malone, Charlene Miller, 
Betty Snowden, Dee Uhri, Richard Whitenight, Mary 
Jane Wright, Polly Baugh, Lucy Cleaver, Madge 
Casselman, Elizabeth Harri
Prayers for those who do not know Christ

If you have any congregational care needs, contact 
Parish Associate, Jim Shroyer at 682-445-0155 or 
jim@firstprestexas.org

Weekly Calendar

Sunday 1/1	
	 Worship in Sanctuary	 11:00 am

Monday 1/2 
	 Office Closed for New Year Holiday

Tuesday 1/3
	 Senior Flexibility Class	  9:30 am
	 Women’s Bible Study	 10:30 am

Wednesday 1/4
	 Quilting 	 10:00 am
	 CWF Bible Study 	 7:00 pm
 	
Friday 1/6
	 Senior Flexibility Class 	 9:30 am


