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Gathering
Prelude	 Awake, Calls the Voice to Us	 Johann Sebastian Bach

Prayer for Preparation		
Holy God, you have promised us that the day of our salvation is near. Keep us faithful in love and 

watchful in prayer, so that we may stand with confidence and joy at the coming of Christ, our Redeemer 
and Lord. Amen.

Welcome and Opening Prayer		  Rev. Chris Campbell

Lighting the Advent Candles		  The Haury Family
We light the candle of Hope as a sign of the coming light of Christ,  

who is called the Son of the Most High;
Of his kingdom there will be no end.
About the hour of Christ’s coming no one knows; therefore keep awake,  

for you do not know when the time will come.
Heaven and earth will pass away, but the Word of God endures forever.

§ Hymn 105	 People, Look East	 Besançon

§ Prayer of Confession 
Lord God, our lives are filled with sin. 

We forget our neighbor’s needs and do not love you above all else. 
We need a Savior.

Forgive us and help us to be ready for Jesus in our own hearts. 
O come, O come, Savior of the world. Amen.

§ Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ Gloria Patri		  Greatorex
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.	

Proclaiming

Old Testament Reading	 Genesis 1:1–4a	 Old Testament page 1

Children’s Time
Children, age 3 to fourth grade, are invited to go to Kids For Christ (KFC) in room 108.

The Worship of God
Words in bold are spoken by the congregation. 	 Please silence all phones and devices.
§ Invites all who are able to stand.	 Please fill out the Friendship Pad in your row.
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Anthem	 Of the Father’s Love Begotten	 Arlen Clarke
Of the father’s love begotten e’re the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, He, the source, the ending, He. 

Of the things that are and have been, and that future years shall see, evermore and evermore.
Of the birth forever blessed, when the Virgin full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race: 

And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, evermore and evermore.
Let the heights of heaven adore him; angel hosts his praises sing; 

Powers, dominions bow before him, and extol our God and King; 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, every voice in concert ring, evermore and evermore.

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost to thee, 
hymns and chant and high thanksgiving, and unwearied praises be; 

honor, glory, and dominion and eternal victory evermore and evermore.

Gospel Reading	 Luke 2:1–5	 New Testament page 58

Sermon	 Do You See What I See?	 Rev. Campbell

Responding

§ Hymn 82	 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus	 Hyfrydol

Offering our Tithes, Gifts, and Lives		
Offertory	 In Christ Alone	 Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

David Haury, bass    Nicholas Karr, tenor

The Table
Invitation to the Table		

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer sung (see next page)		

Words of Institution

The Bread and Cup		
Eat the bread as it is served. Hold the cup to drink together. While passing the elements, you 
may say, “the body of Christ, broken for you,” and, “the blood of Christ, shed for you.”

Prayer after Communion

Sending

§ Hymn 93	 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates	 Truro

§ Charge and Benediction		

Postlude	 Prepare the Way, O Zion!	 arr. David Schelat
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People, Look East
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

105

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Eleanor Farjeon, 1928, alt.
MUSIC: French folk melody; harm. Martin Shaw, 1928
Text © 1960 David Higham Associates, Ltd.
Music Harm. © 1928 Oxford University Press

BESANÇON
8.7.9.8.8.7

This text was written to provide a new Advent text for an existing carol tune, here named for the city in
eastern France where it originated. The author has imaginatively expressed the cosmic implications of
Christ’s coming by addressing each stanza to a part of creation. 

105-people 106-prepare.mus, Page 1
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JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

106Prepare the Way, O Zion

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

This engaging Advent text based on Isaiah 40:3–5 and Psalm 24:7–10 has been in use in the Church of Sweden
for almost two hundred years. It is set to a version of an even older Swedish tune, which in turn seems to be
derived from a German folktune that spread to Scandinavia.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1812, rev. 1819; trans. Augustus Nelson, 1958;
    adapt. Charles P. Price, 1980, alt.
MUSIC: Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; arr. American Lutheran Hymnal, 1930
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN
7.6.7.6.7.7 with refrain

105-people 106-prepare.mus, Page 2
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

82

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744
MUSIC: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1830; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906

HYFRYDOL
8.7.8.7.D

(alternate tune: STUTTGART, 83)

With its opening “Come,” this hymn sounds the note of entreaty and invitation that characterizes the Advent
season (from the Latin adventus = “coming”).  Its blending of memory and hope helps us to give voice to our
present faith as we stand between the past and the future.

6/20/13
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Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
JESUS CHRIST: ADVENT

93

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Georg Weissel, 1642; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863
MUSIC: Musica Sacra, c. 1778

TRURO
LM

Beginning as a paraphrase of Psalm 24:7–10, this text then applies the door imagery to the singer’s heart, and
concludes with the individual’s welcome of the approaching Savior. It is set to a very effective anonymous
18th-century English tune that has served many texts.

093-lift up your.mus, Page 1



Christmas Poinsettias
Help prepare the Sanctuary to celebrate the birth of the Savior by ordering a poinsettia that will be placed through the 
Christmas season. Poinsettia orders can be dedicated in honor or memory of a loved one. Order forms are available 
in the Narthex. Place completed forms in the basket or the offering plate, or bring it to the church office. The cost is 
$13.00 each, and the deadline is December 8.

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 15

The session has called a congregational meeting for after worship on December 15th. 
The purpose of this meeting is to elect new officers. 

All members are encouraged to stay after worship and participate.

The Mitten Tree
Please help families during this Christmas season and  
during the cold winter months by bringing new warm 
gloves, hats, and scarves and hang them on the Mitten 
Tree!  These will be given to Arlington Charities for 
children and adults in time for Christmas.  The Mitten 
Tree is located near the Fellowship Hall. Please stop by 
and make someone’s Christmas happy...and WARM!

The Dove Tree
The Dove Tree will be up December 1 in the 
Westminster Hall. Each dove will have a name and 
address of one of our home bound members. Advent 
is a great time for us to spread love to those who 
cannot get out easily. Please take a dove from the tree 
and visit one of our home bound. A small gift, a card, 
a poinsettia, etc. will brighten their holiday season 
and you will be blessed in return.

Blood Drive
Sunday, December 15 in Fellowship Hall 

from 8:45 a.m.~1:00 p.m.

Appointments can be made online: 
https://www.greatpartners.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/156690

or contact Bob Dawson (214-415-5396) 
to make an appointment.

Allow 45 minutes for a donation.

Gifts of Hope
FPCA will again be offering Gifts of Hope, an alternative gift market, with an opportunity for you to participate 
in this creative and caring way to honor friends and family through donations to a wide range of outreach 
organizations. Cards are provided to share with honored recipients to indicate the support of outreach 
organizations that shows God’s love around the globe. Gifts of Hope will be available for purchase before and 
after worship the first three Sundays in December.  
 
For more information contact Suzie McCoy – txt 817-271-5995.



4 p.m.

FPCA’s Two Special Offerings in December
Our church supports two special offerings during the month of December.  One is the Christmas Joy Offering 

which goes directly to Presbyterian Church - USA.  The other goes to Presbyterian Children’s Homes and 
Services (PCHAS).  Special offering envelopes can be found in the narthex or you can designate on a blank 

envelope or on the memo line of your check which offering you are supporting.

A Presbyterian tradition for over seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is designated by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church to provide congregations a direct way of supporting specific causes that 

help those in need.  The receipts from the Joy Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for 
assistance programs and to the National Ministries of the General Assembly Council to support Presbyterian 
racial ethnic education.  To read brief accounts of those who have benefited from the Christmas Joy Offering, 

visit: https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/. 

Our church continually supports PCHAS but especially at Christmas. During FPCA’s Christmas Eve services, 
the undesignated offerings will benefit PCHAS.  You could also speak to Marge and Bob Dawson, PCHAS 

Ambassadors and volunteers, about this very worthy organization which supports many children and families 
with services you or someone you know might find helpful. To find out more about the many services PCHAS 

offers, visit: https://www.pchas.org/who-we-are/pchas-way.



Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. Currently the 
meeting location is in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s study is the 2024-2025 PE/Horizons Bible Study “Let 
Justice Roll: God’s call to care for Neighbors and All Creation.”  A light snack is served at each meeting. Members 
volunteer to lead the discussion and/or to bring a snack. All women are invited.

 Questions? 
Contact Debbie Richardson (der817@gmail.com) or Sheri Quick (sheriq@aol.com).

 
Women’s Advent Party 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 
7:00 p.m. in the Library 

 

The FPCA Women’s Ministry 
Team invites you to enjoy a night 
of fellowship with your sisters in 
Christ as we celebrate the start of 
Advent – a time of anticipating the 
coming of our Savior.  

Don’t let Christmas stress you out 
this year!  Come join the fun and enjoy some treats, as we spend time with friends, rest 
our souls, and welcome in the season. Wear something comfy and cozy . . . can’t wait to 
see you there! 

Registration: Free to Register, but Let Us Know You’re Coming 
 FPCA Website (www.firstprestexas.org)  Ministries  Adult Ministries 
 Scroll down to Women’s Ministry and register 



	 Staff Directory
Chris Campbell	 Lead Pastor	 chris@firstprestexas.org
Russell Farnell	 Minister of Music	 russell@firstprestexas.org
Jim Shroyer	 Parish Associate					        jim@firstprestexas.org
Reggie Manuel	 Facilities Manager			              reggie@firstprestexas.org
Shina Heo	 Organist					                 shina@firstprestexas.org 
Adrian Rodriguez	 Director of Youth Ministry	 adrian@firstprestexas.org
Kyle Terwilliger	 Director of Children’s Ministry	 kyle@firstprestexas.org
Eric Gottmann	 Director of Social Media	 eric@firstprestexas.org
Cheryl Harris 	 Music Ministry Associate	 cheryl@firstprestexas.org
Jeanne Chin	 Finance Manager	 jeanne@firstprestexas.org
Jane Leathem	 Finance Assistant	 jane@firstprestexas.org

Weekly Calendar
Sunday 12/1	
	 Sunday School	 9:45 am
	 Worship Service	 11:00 am
	 CMM and YMM Lunch	 12:00 pm
	 Youth and Children’s Music Ministries	 12:45 pm
	
Monday 12/2

Tuesday 12/3
	 Senior Flexibility Class	  9:30 am
	 Tuesday Morning Bible Study	 10:30 am
	 HOPE Tutoring	 6:30 pm
		
Wednesday 12/4
	 Men’s Bible Study	 8:00 am
	 Quilting	 10:30 am
	 Ring of Praise Handbells	 6:00 pm
	 Chancel Choir Rehearsal	 7:00 pm
	 CWF Bible Study	 7:00 pm

Thursday 12/5

Friday 12/6
	 Senior Flexibility Class	  9:30 am
	 Kids Night Out	 6:00 pm

Saturday 12/7	

Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns:

Addie Rodriguez, Ann Scarr, Jennifer Meyer, Charles 
Arnold, Jo Ann Nichols, Bob Hanson and his family, 
Mia Navarro and her family, Billie Jo Campbell, 
Carol Browning, Bettye Burdett, Cyprain Engwenyi, 
Betty Farrell, Ken Floyd, Bobbie Fowler, Ivone 
Franzolin, Mary Lou Garrison, Joe and Lila Glenn, 
Pat May and her son Tim Karnes, Graciela Lopez 
Montero, Mathias Mbeng Ndip, Charlie Nieman, 
Tina Paulk, Jim and Sheri Quick, Aileigh Rodriguez, 
Eleanor Schernbeck, Tonya Scrabeck, Lorna Snyder, 
David Spencer, Larry Spencer, Susie Thurston, Donna 
Vickers, Nancy Welborne, Patrick Welborne, Sherry 
and Shelby Wolfe, Danny Womble

Prayers for family in the armed forces:
Colin A. Peden, Christopher Young, Wolfgang Van 
Wie

Prayers for our home-bound members:
Madge Casselman, Lucy Cleaver, Betty Snowden, Dee 
Uhri, Richard Whitenight

Prayers for those who do not know Christ

If you have any congregational care needs, contact 
Parish Associate, Jim Shroyer at 682-445-0155 or 
jim@firstprestexas.org


