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Gathering
Prelude	 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear	 arr. Dan Miller

The Light of Christ		

Prayer for Preparation		
O God, into a realm of clerics and kings you sent your child to teach the wise and show the world what 
power there is in love. Keep us vigilant to hear the voices of those who speak your truth. In the name of 

Jesus we pray. Amen.

Welcome and Opening Prayer		  Rev. Adrian Rodriguez

Call to Worship		
Praise the Lord!
Praise God in the heavens.
Praise the Lord from the earth!
Young and old alike,
men and women together.
Praise the Lord!

§ Hymn 147	 The First Nowell	 The First Nowell

§ Prayer of Confession 
God of wonder, you surround us with signs of your glory and surprise us with your presence, 

yet we often miss the marvels you place before us.
Forgive our fullness and make us alert to the ways you make yourself known, 

that we might be witnesses to your good news and proclaim your extravagant love; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

§ Assurance of Pardon
Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

§ Gloria Patri		  Meineke
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.	

Proclaiming

Old Testament Reading	 1 Samuel 2:18–20, 26	 Old Testament page 246

Children’s Time
Children, age 3 to fourth grade, are invited to go to Kids For Christ (KFC) in room 108.

§ Hymn 119	 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing	 Mendelssohn

Epistle Reading	 Colossians 3:12–17	 New Testament page 201

Sermon	 Live Out Your Faith	 Rev. Rodriguez

The Worship of God
Words in bold are spoken by the congregation. 	 Please silence all phones and devices.
§ Invites all who are able to stand.	 Please fill out the Friendship Pad in your row.
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Responding

§ Hymn 128	 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly	 W Zlobie Lezy

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer		
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering our Tithes, Gifts, and Lives		
Offertory	 Gesu Bambino	 arr. Mark Hayes

AJ Baker, tenor
When blossoms flowered ’mid the snows upon a winter night. 

Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced, 

And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced.
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

§ Doxology		  Lasst Uns Erfreuen 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sending

§ Affirmation of Faith		  Portion of A Brief Statement of 
		  Faith from the Book of Confessions

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of 
Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the 
brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the 
gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths 
of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to life 
eternal. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.		

§ Hymn 136	 Go, Tell It on the Mountain	 Go Tell It

§ Charge and Benediction		

Postlude	 Joy to the World	 arr. Gerre Hancck

c d
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The First Nowell
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

147

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: English carol; Some Ancient Christmas Carols, 2nd ed., 1823, alt.
MUSIC: English carol; Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833

THE FIRST NOWELL
Irregular

ÒNowellÓ is the English form of the French Ònoel,Ó a shout of joy formerly used at Christmas (as in ChaucerÕs
ÒFranklinÕs TaleÓ), a clue that the word is older than its Þrst printing. It may have Latin and French roots
related to ÒbornÓ (natus / né) as well to ÒnewsÓ (nova / nouvelle). 
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5   Then entered in those wise men three,
     full reverently upon their knee,
     and offered there in his presence
     their gold, and myrrh, and
         frankincense.
     Refrain

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

6   Then let us all with one accord
     sing praises to our heavenly Lord,
     that hath made heaven and earth of nought,
     and with his blood our life hath bought.
    Refrain

Mary and Joseph Came to the Temple 148

This text retells the story in Luke 2:22–39, usually called the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, which took
place forty days after his birth. Mary, Joseph, and the Christ-child encounter there two devout people, Anna
and Simeon, who identify this baby as the promised Messiah.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Andrew Pratt, 1994
MUSIC: David Haas, 1985
Text © 1997 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.  

    EVENING HYMN
5.5.5.4.D
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

120Where Shepherds Lately Knelt

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
Witnessing the beginning or the end of life evokes very personal responses (emphasized by the “for me” at
the end of each stanza), especially when the scale is intimate, as in this imagined visit to Christ’s manger. The
prophecies recalled in stanza three come from Isaiah 9:6.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1986
MUSIC: Carl F. Schalk, 1986
Text © 1987 Concordia Publishing House
Music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.

MANGER SONG
12.12.10.10
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739, alt.
MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. William Hayman Cummings, 1855

MENDELSSOHN
7.7.7.7.D with refrain

Brought together in the mid-19th century, the text and tune of this familiar carol began in quite different
forms. The text had ten stanzas and began, “Hark, how all the welkin rings.” The tune was created for a
festival celebrating Gutenberg’s introduction of moveable type.
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Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Polish carol; trans. Edith M. G. Reed, 1920; rev. 1921
MUSIC: Polish folk melody; harm. Arthur E. Rusbridge, 1962

W ZŁOBIE ŁEZY
8.7.8.7.8.8.7.7

(this tune in a lower key, 410)

The English text of this 13th- or 14th-century Polish carol does not try to tell a story but to offer verbal
snapshots of the well-known Nativity narrative of Luke 2:6–20. The tune name quotes the opening of the
Polish text and means “He lies in a cradle” or “In manger lying.”

. .
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Go, Tell It on the Mountain
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: African American spiritual; stanzas, John W. Work II, 1940
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. John W. Work III, 1940; harm. Melva Wilson Costen, 1987
Music Harm. © 1989 Melva Wilson Costen

GO TELL IT
7.6.7.6 with refrain 

Like other material from oral traditions, 19th-century African American spirituals ßourished without being
written down. Their refrains were their most stable parts, and narrative stanzas were often improvised to Þt.
These Nativity stanzas attempt to recall that tradition.

=

6/21/13

136-go tell it-319.mus, Page 1



End-of-Year Giving
As the calendar year draws to a close, we want to thank you for your faithfulness in giving to the ministries of 
FPCA this year.
Also, we want to share a hopefully, helpful reminder regarding giving as it relates to taxes. We are allowed 
to give credit to any gift that is received or postmarked on or before December 31, 2024. You can also give online 
up to 11:59 pm on 12/31/2024 through the link provided in the eNews.
Again, thank you for your prayerful generosity!

FPCA’s Two Special Offerings in December
Our church supports two special offerings during the month of December.  One is the Christmas Joy Offering 
which goes directly to Presbyterian Church - USA.  The other goes to Presbyterian Children’s Homes and 
Services (PCHAS).  Special offering envelopes can be found in the narthex or you can designate on a blank 
envelope or on the memo line of your check which offering you are supporting.
A Presbyterian tradition for over seventy years, the Christmas Joy Offering is designated by the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church to provide congregations a direct way of supporting specific causes that help those in 
need.  The receipts from the Joy Offering are distributed equally to the Board of Pensions for assistance programs 
and to the National Ministries of the General Assembly Council to support Presbyterian racial ethnic education.  
To read brief accounts of those who have benefited from the Christmas Joy Offering, visit: https://specialofferings.
pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/. 
Our church continually supports PCHAS but especially at Christmas. During FPCA’s Christmas Eve services, 
the undesignated offerings will benefit PCHAS.  You could also speak to Marge and Bob Dawson, PCHAS 
Ambassadors and volunteers, about this very worthy organization which supports many children and families 
with services you or someone you know might find helpful. To find out more about the many services PCHAS 
offers, visit: https://www.pchas.org/who-we-are/pchas-way.

Wednesday Women’s Bible Study
The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. Currently the 
meeting location is in the Fellowship Hall. This year’s study is the 2024-2025 PE/Horizons Bible Study “Let 
Justice Roll: God’s call to care for Neighbors and All Creation.”  A light snack is served at each meeting.  
Members volunteer to lead the discussion and/or to bring a snack. All women are invited.
Questions? Contact Debbie Richardson (der817@gmail.com) or Sheri Quick (sheriq@aol.com).

It is with great joy and gratitude that the Rodriguez family would like to thank our FPCA family for such a 
wonderful ordination service on December 15. Thank you to everyone who helped with the coordination of the 
service and reception. Likewise, thank you to everyone who came and joined us in this special celebration. The 
Rodriguez family will never forget this day and the many years of co-laboring in ministry. We love and we will 
miss you dearly!

With Christ’s love and gratitude, 
The A-Rods
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday 12/29	
	 Sunday School	 9:45 am
	 Worship Service	 11:00 am
	
Monday 12/30
	 Church office closed

Tuesday 12/31
	 Church office closed
	
Wednesday 1/1
	 Church office closed

Thursday 1/2
	 Church office closed

Friday 1/3
	 Church office closed

Saturday 1/4

Prayer Ministry
Prayers for those with health and other concerns:

Addie Rodriguez, Ann Scarr, Jennifer Meyer, Charles 
Arnold, Jo Ann Nichols, Bob Hanson and his family, 
Mia Navarro and her family, Billie Jo Campbell, 
Carol Browning, Bettye Burdett, Cyprain Engwenyi, 
Betty Farrell, Ken Floyd, Bobbie Fowler, Ivone 
Franzolin, Mary Lou Garrison, Joe and Lila Glenn, 
Pat May and her son Tim Karnes, Graciela Lopez 
Montero, Mathias Mbeng Ndip, Charlie Nieman, 
Tina Paulk, Jim and Sheri Quick, Aileigh Rodriguez, 
Eleanor Schernbeck, Tonya Scrabeck, Lorna Snyder, 
David Spencer, Larry Spencer, Susie Thurston, Donna 
Vickers, Nancy Welborne, Patrick Welborne, Sherry 
and Shelby Wolfe, Danny Womble

Prayers for family in the armed forces:
Colin A. Peden, Christopher Young, Wolfgang Van 
Wie

Prayers for our home-bound members:
Madge Casselman, Lucy Cleaver, Betty Snowden, Dee 
Uhri, Richard Whitenight

Prayers for those who do not know Christ

If you have any congregational care needs, contact 
Parish Associate, Jim Shroyer at 682-445-0155 or 
jim@firstprestexas.org


